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 1 BE IT REMEMBERED that on Sunday, January 1, 2012, at 

 2 10:40 a.m., at 304 15th Avenue, Olympia, Washington, 

 3 the following proceedings were had, to wit: 

 4  

 5 * * * * * 

 6  

 7 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  Good morning, and

 8 welcome to this special meeting of the Washington State

 9 Redistricting Commission.  And Happy New Year to

10 everyone.

11 I would like to start with introductions.  And my

12 name is Lura Powell, and I'm chair of the Commission.

13 Bonnie, you want to go next?

14 MS. BUNNING:  I'm Bonnie Bunning.  I'm the

15 executive director for the Redistricting Commission.

16 COMM. GORTON:  Slade Gorton, the appointee of

17 the Senate Republicans.

18 COMM. CEIS:  Tim Ceis appointed by Senate

19 Democrats.

20 MS. O'SULLIVAN:  Genevieve O'Sullivan,

21 communications director.

22 COMM. FOSTER:  Dean Foster appointed by the

23 House Democrats.

24 COMM. HUFF:  Tom Huff appointed by THE House

25 Republicans.

CAPITOL PACIFIC REPORTING 1-800-407-0148



Washington State Redistricting Commission - Public MeetingWashington State Redistricting Commission - Public MeetingWashington State Redistricting Commission - Public MeetingWashington State Redistricting Commission - Public Meeting

     5

 1 MR. FALLIS:  Rusty Fallis, Attorney General's

 2 Office, general counsel to the Commission.

 3 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  Well, since we had

 4 a -- a draft map presented last night, our staff has

 5 been working hard.  And we'll be getting to more

 6 details on that shortly.  

 7 But in the mean time, we do have some

 8 administrative functions that we need to take care of.

 9 So I'd like to start by calling your attention to --

10 with the minutes.  We have minutes for December 27th,

11 28th, and 29th before you.  So we can walk through

12 them one by one.  And I'll give you a couple of minutes

13 to take a look.  

14 So I'd like to start with the minutes of

15 December 27th.

16 COMM. CEIS:  (Indiscernible).  I haven't had

17 a chance.

18 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  Is everyone

19 finished with those?  Can I hear --

20 Well, first of all, are there any additions or

21 corrections to the minutes of December 27?

22 COMM. CEIS:  Uh-uh.

23 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  If not, can I hear a

24 motion for approval?

25 COMM. GORTON:  So moved.
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 1 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  It's been moved

 2 that we approve the minutes of December 27th.

 3 Any additional comments?

 4 All those in favor say "aye."  

 5 COMMISSION MEMBERS:  Aye.

 6 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Opposed?  

 7 Okay.  Let's move on to the minutes of

 8 December 28th.

 9 Is everyone finished?

10 Are there any additions or corrections to the

11 minutes of December 28th?

12 Hearing none, can I ask for a motion for approval?

13 COMM. CEIS:  So moved.

14 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  Are there any

15 other comments?

16 Then all those in favor say "aye." 

17 COMMISSION MEMBERS:  Aye.

18 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Opposed?  

19 Okay.  Thank you.

20 Okay.  Finally, on the orange sheet, the minutes

21 of December 29th, if you can take a look at those for

22 me.

23 COMM. HUFF:  My only comment would be the

24 minutes are rather brief and somewhat edited.  But I

25 guess, I didn't take minutes.  So . . . 
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 1 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Well, the way -- what we

 2 have done on them is, since we have the public record

 3 both taken by direct transcription as well as the TVW

 4 televised and webcast records, we've made these fairly

 5 brief.  But if there's something that you'd like to

 6 have in the written record, we'd be, you know, happy to

 7 bring that forward.

 8 COMM. HUFF:  Well, there's poor

 9 identification of the maps.  But since we have that

10 public record, I guess we'll just --

11 I would suggest we add something here that in

12 order to have a full knowledge of -- of the proceedings

13 of the meeting, that they definitely look at the public

14 proceedings that you're referring to.

15 COMM. CEIS:  I would concur with Commissioner

16 Huff on that.  I think that each of the maps that were

17 presented had a label --

18 COMM. HUFF:  Yes.

19 COMM. CEIS:  -- and a date.  And if the

20 min- -- if the minutes could reflect which of the

21 versions were offered at which point, then the public

22 could go to the website and refer to which maps those

23 were.

24 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  That's a good --

25 COMM. CEIS:  And might -- might offer some
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 1 clarity for people.

 2 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  Well, let's --

 3 COMM. FOSTER:  Just hold the 29th?

 4 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  So we'll just hold those.

 5 And we'll get that information submitted.  I think it's

 6 a good suggestion.  And we'll bring them back to you.

 7 COMM. HUFF:  That makes sense.  Thank you.

 8 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Sure.

 9 Okay.  Bonnie Bunning has some things for us to

10 consider.

11 MS. BUNNING:  Thank you, Madam Chair.

12 The first handout I'm passing out to you are John

13 Milem's comments on the eastern Washington map that

14 was -- proposal that was released late last night.

15 He's done a very thorough job throughout the night of

16 checking for errors.  And staff are working with these

17 comments and will come back to report to you a little

18 bit later this morning.

19 I also wanted to note -- and I thought it would be

20 valuable to read parts of this.  Vickie Dalton, the

21 Spokane County auditor, con- -- got in touch with me

22 this morning.  And she said that she's -- that -- she

23 sent out an e-mail to all the counties that are split,

24 which are Spokane, Yakima, Benton, Franklin, Douglas,

25 Grant, and Clark, for those counties to take a look.  
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 1 She doubts that there will be time to go through

 2 it.  But I did send her John Milem's comments.  She

 3 went through those and felt that they were in

 4 relatively good shape.  There might be a few things in

 5 Yakima County.  

 6 So I think, while they haven't had a chance to

 7 comb through it, our staff, commissioner staff, and

 8 John Milem's been able to help us with that.  So I feel

 9 fairly confident that eastern Washington has been at

10 least looked at.

11 COMM. GORTON:  So John Milem is a multicounty

12 auditor?

13 MS. BUNNING:  Apparently.

14 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  He is.

15 COMM. FOSTER:  And does our staff have a copy

16 of John's?

17 MS. BUNNING:  I believe so.

18 Rachel, if you could make sure that happens.

19 MS. GAY:  Okay.

20 MS. BUNNING:  I know Nick has those copies,

21 too.  But really appreciate that amount of work; it was

22 a phenomenal amount of work.

23 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Amazing.

24 MS. BUNNING:  The next thing I wanted to go

25 over with you is the resolution and the attachment.
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 1 Yesterday we had a couple of suggestions during the day

 2 for improvement from our attorney, Rusty Fallis, and a

 3 staff recommendation from Nick Pharris that all of you

 4 have not had a chance to look at.  And I think if we

 5 can go through and discuss this, we might be able to

 6 finalize that and be ready for the end point of

 7 signature.

 8 Yesterday, as we were talking about the Census

 9 Bureau lines and the actual locations on the ground, in

10 certain cases, the Commission wanted to make sure that

11 the actual city limits or the actual boundaries that

12 exist were what were used for the redistricting plan if

13 the census lines were off in some way.  

14 And in order to make that clear, on page 2 of the

15 resolution under the ninth issue, No. 1, we've added --

16 well, the sentence should read, "Official United States

17 Census Bureau tracts, Block Groups, or blocks

18 established by the United States Census Bureau in the

19 2010 federal decennial census or specifically

20 delineated portions thereof."  That takes care of where

21 a census block might need to be split in order to make

22 it actual and real.

23 The other changes are in the newly added 5 and 6

24 under that same ninth issue.  We are adding the words

25 "Block Group" in various places under 5 and 6 in the
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 1 list of "tracts, Block Group, or block" now in order to

 2 be parallel and consistent with the first statement.

 3 So 5 would read, "Where the boundary of any Census

 4 tract, Block Group, or block listed herein is defined

 5 by a visible feature, or by boundary of a county,

 6 voting precinct, school district, urban growth area, or

 7 incorporated city or town, the boundary of that Census

 8 tract, Block Group, or block shall be considered to

 9 follow the actual location of that feature or boundary

10 as of January 1, 2010, should this differ from the

11 location mapped by the United States Census Bureau."

12 The sixth element there, "Where the boundary of

13 any Census tract, Block Group, or block listed herein

14 is defined by a roadway, and the boundary of an

15 incorporated city or town lies along a right-of-way

16 line of that roadway, the County Auditor may consider

17 the boundary of that tract, Block Group, or block to

18 follow the corporate limits of that city or town for

19 the purpose of implementing this plan."  

20 So those are the changes to the resolution

21 language itself that we're proposing.

22 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  And do you want to

23 go ahead with the attachment?

24 COMM. GORTON:  Yeah.

25 MS. BUNNING:  Attachment A, oh, we have gone

CAPITOL PACIFIC REPORTING 1-800-407-0148



Washington State Redistricting Commission - Public MeetingWashington State Redistricting Commission - Public MeetingWashington State Redistricting Commission - Public MeetingWashington State Redistricting Commission - Public Meeting

    12

 1 through several times and felt quite comfortable with

 2 it yesterday.  And I wish I could pull up a map for

 3 you; nick would be able to do that later if you wish.

 4 There is a bend in the Skagit River that is --

 5 let's see.  The municipal boundary of the City of Mount

 6 Vernon is a congressional boundary, I believe, and

 7 there is no way by land to get to the other portion of

 8 the district that that little trapped piece in the

 9 oxbow is without going outside of the district and

10 coming back.

11 He was concerned -- as you look at the rules that

12 we provided to the auditors under that circumstance --

13 and we're looking at D -- it -- it might appear that

14 you would assign that into a district and significantly

15 imbalance the population.  In actual fact, if you do

16 follow the big D paragraph at the bottom of the page,

17 it refers you back to A, and it would come out right in

18 this instance, but it could be very confusing and may

19 not be necessary.

20 So his recommendation to you is that D was always

21 sort of an optional clause that he was thinking of.

22 Maybe if we just eliminate the big D at the bottom of

23 the page, it would be less confusing.

24 COMM. CEIS:  I agree.

25 COMM. GORTON:  Agreed.
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 1 MS. BUNNING:  Okay.

 2 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  So those are the

 3 changes.  And while we're not ready to adopt this, I

 4 just sort of like to ask at this time if everyone's

 5 comfortable with the changes and with this document so

 6 that, when it is time to execute it, we can fill in the

 7 blanks and move forward.

 8 COMM. FOSTER:  I'm comfortable with this

 9 document.  What -- what I worry about is in -- in

10 subsection 6 of nine, where we sort of give the

11 auditors some room, it says, "the . . . Auditor may

12 consider the boundary of that tract," and all of a

13 sudden we've got auditor discretion going on.  And I

14 hope that's really limited to a -- a narrow piece, not

15 the auditor, as we saw some auditors talking about,

16 would have to create a new precinct and things like

17 that, that they could get creative with how much room

18 we give them down the road.  We're going to be

19 adjourned.  And I just hope that's --

20 COMM. GORTON:  Should we --

21 COMM. FOSTER:  -- limited.

22 COMM. GORTON:  Should we -- should we limit

23 it to no population or not more than two or three

24 people, instances of that nature?  Would that -- would

25 that be your thought?  The ones we saw were those --
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 1 COMM. FOSTER:  I always appreciate

 2 creativity.  And a creative person might read that and

 3 say, "Wow, here's something I could do."  I think this

 4 is limited to -- to the first time this happens.

 5 It's -- it wouldn't be something they can do five years

 6 down the road, I don't think.  

 7 COMM. CEIS:  I don't know if that's true.  I

 8 mean, I don't think there's any time limitation on

 9 this.

10 COMM. HUFF:  Bonnie, where infor- -- this

11 language get incorporated?

12 MS. BUNNING:  This was Nick Pharris' idea for

13 dealing with those instances where counties were

14 concerned that they would have to create a precinct for

15 the small uninhabited areas between their boundaries

16 and the right of way or the lanes of a highway.  The

17 intention was not to be having any population involved.

18 But I appreciate what Commissioner Foster's saying

19 about creativity.

20 COMM. FOSTER:  Well, it does say -- to

21 respond to Tim, it does say "for the purpose of

22 implementing this plan."  I would think that would be

23 the first -- first time it happens after -- rather than

24 five years from now.

25 COMM. CEIS:  You may be right.  I mean, it

CAPITOL PACIFIC REPORTING 1-800-407-0148



Washington State Redistricting Commission - Public MeetingWashington State Redistricting Commission - Public MeetingWashington State Redistricting Commission - Public MeetingWashington State Redistricting Commission - Public Meeting

    15

 1 could be that we could put a time limitation on these

 2 criteria, that they -- they have to be implemented by

 3 end of the year 2012 or something.  I don't know what

 4 the auditors' schedules are for making precinct

 5 modifications during the year.  I know they all do it

 6 during the course of the year.  But I assume --

 7 COMM. FOSTER:  Wouldn't it have to be done

 8 before this year's --

 9 COMM. GORTON:  It would have to be done

10 before this year's elections.

11 COMM. FOSTER:  -- elections?

12 COMM. CEIS:  Yeah.  You're probably right.

13 That's right.  

14 COMM. GORTON:  Yeah.

15 COMM. CEIS:  So they'd have to know.

16 COMM. FOSTER:  So it says "for the purpose of

17 implementing this."  I don't mind putting a date of

18 some time this year, but . . . 

19 COMM. CEIS:  Well, what about the other idea,

20 too, of limiting the population shifts to a number, as

21 well.  So --

22 COMM. FOSTER:  That would be fine.  That

23 might narrow -- 

24 COMM. CEIS:  Limit.

25 COMM. FOSTER:  -- creativity even more.
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 1 COMM. CEIS:  Yes.

 2 COMM. HUFF:  Yeah.  I think it needs more

 3 clarification myself.  When Nick's available, we can --

 4 probably want to talk to him, have him rethink this.

 5 COMM. GORTON:  I think Dean's brought up a

 6 good point.  It shouldn't be something that affects

 7 populations to any degree of significance.

 8 COMM. CEIS:  So what are we comfortable with?

 9 You know, we --

10 COMM. GORTON:  Single digits.

11 COMM. CEIS:  So under ten?

12 COMM. GORTON:  Yeah.

13 COMM. CEIS:  Uh-huh.  So nine or fewer?

14 COMM. FOSTER:  I'm comfortable with that.

15 COMM. CEIS:  Yeah, I would be, too.

16 COMM. HUFF:  What was that, Tim?

17 COMM. CEIS:  Well, the idea of nine or fewer

18 people involved in the change.  I mean, even -- even

19 nine, though, in congressional bothers me a little bit.

20 I mean, our deviation, as we're going to see, Tom, as

21 you well know, when we, you and I, present the

22 reconciliation, is 50 on the legislative map one way or

23 the other.

24 COMM. HUFF:  Right.

25 COMM. CEIS:  But on congress we've kept it
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 1 under ten one way or the other.

 2 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  John Milem, would you

 3 like to come forward?

 4 COMM. GORTON:  Well, then, okay.  Let's hear

 5 what John has to say.

 6 MR. MILEM:  John Milem of Vancouver.

 7 I don't think the auditors are going to care about

 8 this if there's no population involved.  I think it's

 9 when there is population involved that they're going to

10 be concerned and -- and want to be able to do the right

11 thing to be sure the people are in the jurisdiction

12 that they really are in and not -- and not out -- you

13 know, not -- for example, they don't want to put people

14 in -- in a precinct because they know they're outside

15 of the city but the Census Bureau thinks they're in it.

16 So I think it's only where people are in -- are

17 actually involved that this is going to matter.  The

18 difficulty is that there's no certain way of

19 determining what an effective population is as of

20 January 1 -- or April 1, 2010 --

21 COMM. GORTON:  But the --

22 MR. MILEM:  -- because the -- those -- 

23 Well, I -- it may be that a query could be made of

24 the Census Bureau.  But I think they're kind of slow

25 getting responses to them.  So that I think the Census
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 1 Bureau has some procedure where they can go back and

 2 tell you exactly where the people in a block were.  But

 3 apart from that -- and I don't think that's probably

 4 practical to try to get that done in connection with

 5 makes precincts this year.  

 6 So I think if you do put -- if you do put a

 7 population issue into this, that's going to -- that's

 8 going to, from my perspective, probably kind of tie the

 9 auditors' hands, and they're not really going to --

10 they're going to -- that's going to take away whatever

11 flexibility they might want to use from this.

12 COMM. CEIS:  But that's our point.  

13 MR. MILEM:  Well, and I understand it.  But I

14 just wanted to --

15 COMM. CEIS:  We're the Commission, not the

16 auditors, John.  That's our point, is that we don't

17 want that much flexibility.  

18 MR. MILEM:  Yeah.  Yeah.

19 COMM. CEIS:  I think that's the conversation.

20 COMM. GORTON:  The one instance that brought

21 this up yesterday was where there was a park along a

22 river, and --

23 COMM. CEIS:  Yeah.

24 COMM. GORTON:  And we wanted the border along

25 the park.  There were no people involved in -- in the
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 1 instance that brought all of this up.  But the -- the

 2 auditor said, "Well, the city limits go a little bit

 3 further, say, into the park" -- 

 4 MR. MILEM:  Uh-huh.

 5 COMM. GORTON:  -- "the river, or something

 6 like that.  And do I have to create a precinct with no

 7 people in it that's all park?"  It was a zero pop- --

 8 the one instance that I remember when we dealt with

 9 yesterday was a zero population.

10 MR. MILEM:  Doesn't this relate to that

11 Milton-Edgewood boundary issue, also?

12 COMM. CEIS:  Oh, it does.  I -- and I just --

13 can we keep -- I appreciate this, John.  I just don't

14 want to get into a dialog on this issue.

15 MR. MILEM:  Okay.

16 COMM. CEIS:  Thank you.

17 MR. MILEM:  Sure.

18 COMM. CEIS:  I think we saw some instances

19 where auditors suggested very significant population

20 shifts for the convenience of their precinct boundary

21 drawing where it was significantly over ten people.

22 And in one case I remember 80.  Another case I remember

23 300.  And those were populations that I think this

24 Commission agreed were large enough that forming a

25 precinct for them was not a problem.
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 1 COMM. FOSTER:  Right.

 2 COMM. CEIS:  So I do think there's some --

 3 the issue that Commissioner Foster's brought up, there

 4 could be some concern that, for convenience of

 5 auditors, they may not want to create precincts of 80

 6 or 100 people.  But that's not --

 7 COMM. GORTON:  -- what we told them to do.

 8 COMM. CEIS:  -- what we told them to do.

 9 Right.

10 COMM. GORTON:  Yeah.

11 COMM. CEIS:  So I do think a number

12 limitation on this, from my perspective, does make some

13 sense because of what we did see in some of the auditor

14 reviews.

15 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  So maybe the thing

16 to do -- 

17 Pardon me?

18 MS. BUNNING:  I was thinking it might be

19 helpful to revisit this when Nick's present.

20 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  That's what I was going

21 to suggest.  But we'll -- and we'll work on where

22 the -- where it makes sense to insert language that

23 would help this.  Then we can bring this -- we'll bring

24 this back.

25 MS. BUNNING:  Right.  And I imagine there's
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 1 really a threshold where voter privacy is an issue and

 2 isn't an issue.  That should be fairly small number of

 3 people.  But we'll find that out.

 4 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.

 5 COMM. FOSTER:  But just to add to that, I

 6 think there's another way of dealing with voter

 7 privacy.

 8 MS. BUNNING:  Uh-huh.

 9 COMM. FOSTER:  There are issues of voter

10 privacy, and there are established ways of doing that.

11 So that isn't as big a concern to me as the auditor-

12 discretion issue.

13 MS. BUNNING:  Uh-huh.

14 The next thing I wanted to deliver to you is a

15 revised version of the final report that you saw the

16 other day.  This one's dated today.  I made some

17 changes, small ones that were mentioned yesterday.  But

18 I also abbreviated some sections.  And if you have an

19 opportunity to take a look at this today or soon, that

20 would be good.

21 And then, finally, I have a revised timeline for

22 completion that I just wanted everybody to have.

23 COMM. CEIS:  Start from today?

24 MS. BUNNING:  This is Scenario Only now.  It

25 does start with today.
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 1 So today's meeting, hopefully, if everything goes

 2 well, we will resolve errors and differences with the

 3 plan when they come forward, the Commission would agree

 4 on the final shapefile name, adopt it, sign the

 5 resolution, the letter that conveys the report to the

 6 Legislature, and hopefully agree on how the report

 7 should go.  Then we will create the CD, get it

 8 delivered, posted, everybody notified today.

 9 Tomorrow and the 3rd the staff would be getting

10 the district maps produced, the population-deviation

11 tables, the index of districts and counties and so on

12 for the report, lay it out, get it together, and then

13 give a PDF to the commissioners.  

14 And then either late on the 3rd or early on the

15 4th we would have perhaps a telephonic meeting but some

16 meeting to approve the final report.  I have "approve

17 minutes" there, but that would be probably for the

18 29th and these last couple days.  It would get to the

19 printer on the 4th.  And that should be able to allow

20 us time to get copies to the Legislature early if not

21 the day of the beginning of session, and then we would

22 be in that 30-day window for legislative editing.

23 That's all I have, Madam Chair.

24 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  Thank you.

25 So it looks like we're going to need to schedule.
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 1 A special meeting could be, I believe, by telecon on --

 2 probably early on the 4th if people are available.

 3 Would that -- would that work, or do you want it

 4 to be on the 3rd?

 5 MS. BUNNING:  No.  I think actually early on

 6 the 4th is probably better.

 7 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  If you're -- if we're not

 8 going to get PDFs until the 3rd --

 9 MS. BUNNING:  Right.  You'd need a chance to

10 read it.

11 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  -- we'd need time to take

12 a look at it.

13 COMM. CEIS:  So this would be for the purpose

14 of approving the report?

15 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Correct.

16 MS. BUNNING:  Yes.  Uh-huh.  

17 COMM. GORTON:  But we can just do it by

18 telephone?

19 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  I think, yes.  I think

20 that would make sense.  And what we'll try to do

21 unless -- is coordinate some schedules offline and try

22 to get a time.

23 MS. BUNNING:  We have a letter of conveyance

24 with the report itself with everybody needing to sign

25 that in some way.  We could do that in advance of
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 1 approving the actual report or, with your concurrence,

 2 we could do electronic signatures on the letter and --

 3 and put it together.

 4 COMM. CEIS:  Is it possible to sign that

 5 letter today --

 6 MS. BUNNING:  Yes, it is.

 7 COMM. CEIS:  -- postdating it to the 9th?

 8 MS. BUNNING:  Uh-huh.

 9 COMM. CEIS:  Why don't we do that while we're

10 all here?

11 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Makes sense.

12 MS. BUNNING:  We'll have that for you later

13 today.

14 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Any other thoughts anyone

15 has on this timeline?  Anything you think we've

16 forgotten?

17 MS. BUNNING:  Let me just say, back on the

18 report, I probably mentioned this too many times.  But

19 this is just a draft.  There may be content in there

20 that you just as soon not have in there or simplify or

21 even add.  This is your report, and I just put

22 something together to start from, trying to incorporate

23 some notes on the whole process starting with the

24 census on through to the final redistricting plan.

25 COMM. FOSTER:  Is Rusty happy with this
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 1 draft?

 2 MR. FALLIS:  Yeah.  This -- this format, when

 3 it's -- when the blanks are filled in, satisfies the --

 4 the legal requirement for the contents of the report.

 5 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  We're still going

 6 to need to wait a little while for staff to complete

 7 their analysis and develop a presentation that we can

 8 go through to try to finalize things.

 9 So unless there's any other business anyone would

10 like to bring forward, I'd like to call for a recess at

11 this time.  Not sure exactly how much time we might

12 need.  I'm thinking maybe another -- until like 11:30

13 or 11:45.  

14 Any other thoughts anyone has on that?

15 COMM. HUFF:  No.

16 COMM. CEIS:  I think it all depends on a Nick

17 siting.

18 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  I know.  And --

19 COMM. FOSTER:  Nick.

20 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  He had told me he might

21 need as much --

22 MS. BOE:  I'll call Nick.

23 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  Why don't you call

24 him real quick.  And we'll -- we'll check and see.  

25 COMM. CEIS:  Get an estimate of time.

CAPITOL PACIFIC REPORTING 1-800-407-0148



Washington State Redistricting Commission - Public MeetingWashington State Redistricting Commission - Public MeetingWashington State Redistricting Commission - Public MeetingWashington State Redistricting Commission - Public Meeting

    26

 1 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  He had indicated he might

 2 need an extra hour.  But . . . 

 3 COMM. CEIS:  Tell him -- tell him not to

 4 rush, though, 'cause we want it right.

 5 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Yes.  That's more

 6 important.

 7 COMM. CEIS:  No pressure.  No pressure on

 8 him.  Maybe just a little.

 9 COMM. HUFF:  Take as long as you want.  But

10 just have it here in a hurry.

11 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Yeah.

12 COMM. HUFF:  Are we recessed, I take it?

13 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Well, I'm just waiting to

14 hear the time, and then we'll officially recess.

15 MS. BOE:  He indicated to not rush and get it

16 right, it would take about 30 minutes.

17 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  So why don't we

18 wait until --

19 COMM. CEIS:  Let's give him noon.

20 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Yeah.  Let's give him

21 till noon.

22 COMM. HUFF:  Good idea.

23 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  So we are recessed

24 until noon.  And then we will be able to con- --

25 consider any possible changes or corrections.
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 1 (Recess.) 

 2  

 3 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  Good afternoon.

 4 And we are reconvening the special meeting of the

 5 Washington State Redistricting Commission.  

 6 And we're going to start walking through some

 7 more -- some of the detail around the maps, taking a

 8 look at some potential changes or corrections.

 9 One of the things I wonder before we start, if we

10 might get some clarity on this -- this one issue that

11 Dean Foster brought up before we went into recess on

12 the resolution.  Make sense to take -- do that at this

13 time?  'Cause I think it could be clarified pretty --

14 COMM. CEIS:  Actually, I'd pre- -- I don't

15 know.

16 I guess you're right.  We should take care of that

17 first, you're right -- 

18 MS. BUNNING:  This is -- 

19 COMM. CEIS:  -- before we get into the --

20 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  I thought it might be

21 helpful as we walk through.

22 COMM. CEIS:  You're right.  The flow of the

23 meeting will go better that way.  You're right.

24 MS. BUNNING:  This is the issue on page 3 of

25 the draft resolution, Item No. 6.  And, Nick, you had
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 1 drafted this.  We talked about it yesterday.  And there

 2 was a little bit of confusion this morning about

 3 whether that provides latitude for creativity or too

 4 much population shift and what the nature of this

 5 Item 6 is actually seeking to address.  And if you

 6 could explain that, I -- it would be helpful.

 7 MR. PHARRIS:  Item 6, this is the first

 8 part -- the first paragraph of the language I

 9 introduced yesterday?

10 MS. BUNNING:  Second.

11 MR. PHARRIS:  Second paragraph.  

12 MS. BUNNING:  You want to look at it?

13 MR. PHARRIS:  The one that refers to rights

14 of way of roadways?

15 MS. BUNNING:  Yes.  It says, "Where the

16 boundary of any Census tract, Block Group, or block

17 listed herein is defined by a roadway and the boundary

18 of an incorporated city or town lies along a

19 right-of-way line of that roadway, the County Auditor

20 may consider the boundary of that tract, Block Group,

21 or block to follow the corporate limits of that city or

22 town for the purpose of implementing this plan."

23 MR. PHARRIS:  Right.

24 MS. BUNNING:  And the issues that were in

25 question were should there be limits on any population
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 1 shifts or time limits on when the -- what we mean by

 2 "implementing this plan" throughout the decade, in

 3 other words, once to implement it for 2012.

 4 MR. PHARRIS:  With regard to population, in

 5 this particular instance --

 6 COMM. CEIS:  (Indiscernible).

 7 MR. PHARRIS:  Let me try to pull this up.

 8 Sorry.  I'm just trying to remember where I stuck that

 9 file.

10 COMM. CEIS:  You want a copy of it?

11 MR. PHARRIS:  This is the one I gave

12 yesterday on the congressional comments.

13 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Is this what you --

14 MR. PHARRIS:  No.  Actually, I'm looking for

15 an example.  Sorry.

16 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Oh.  Oh, okay.

17 COMM. GORTON:  It was that one on the park in

18 Kent, wasn't it?

19 MS. BUNNING:  Soos Creek or . . . ?

20 MR. PHARRIS:  Actually, no.  This -- this one

21 addresses the problem that East Wenatchee gave us that

22 the Census Bureau considers the boundary of East

23 Wenatchee to lie along the center line of -- I believe

24 it's Kentucky Avenue, and, in fact, the legal boundary

25 runs along the east right-of-way line.
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 1 COMM. CEIS:  Yeah.  So you don't need to put

 2 up an example.  I --

 3 Here's the issues:  We want to ensure that we

 4 don't give auditors too much latitude in this

 5 adjustment technique where they could shift significant

 6 populations.

 7 MR. PHARRIS:  Right.

 8 COMM. CEIS:  We want this to be used for

 9 purely technical --

10 COMM. GORTON:  Like the one you described.

11 COMM. CEIS:  Types of adjustments like you

12 just described, correct.

13 MR. PHARRIS:  Yeah.

14 COMM. CEIS:  So Commissioner Foster raised

15 the idea of perhaps there should be a limit on the

16 number of people that could be moved using this

17 mechanism.

18 MR. PHARRIS:  With those two -- those two

19 paragraphs that I supplied, the -- the very issue is

20 that there's no way to be sure -- no easy way to be

21 sure, given the inaccurate census -- census city limit,

22 for instance, how many people were, in fact,

23 erroneously counted in or out of the city.

24 COMM. CEIS:  Right.  So I guess the question

25 we had, would it cause any difficulty if there were a
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 1 limit placed on the number of people that could be

 2 shifted using this mechanism, something under ten?

 3 MR. PHARRIS:  The only difficulty is that the

 4 auditor has no easy way of knowing how many people he

 5 or she is, in fact, shifting.

 6 COMM. CEIS:  Then it's probably more

 7 important to put a limit on it so that they don't

 8 exceed it.  

 9 I guess, what we saw -- some concern that was

10 raised is what we saw was auditors asking us to make

11 boundary changes that included significant numbers of

12 population -- 

13 MR. PHARRIS:  Right.

14 COMM. CEIS:  -- because of their -- they

15 didn't want to have to create new precincts --

16 MR. PHARRIS:  Right.

17 COMM. CEIS:  -- to deal with that.  And we

18 had a low tolerance for that in our agree -- in the

19 adjustments we agreed to make.

20 MR. PHARRIS:  Right.

21 COMM. CEIS:  We will have in the future an

22 equally low tolerance, even though we will no longer

23 exist, for changes to our map that includes significant

24 numbers of people, particularly if it increases the

25 deviation beyond the limits that we imposed.  And
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 1 that's particularly true in the congressional map,

 2 where we have been very careful to keep it under ten.

 3 MR. PHARRIS:  Sure.

 4 COMM. CEIS:  So that's why we considered

 5 putting limits on the number of people that could be

 6 shifted in this type of use of this criteria.

 7 COMM. GORTON:  The more I think about it, the

 8 more I think it -- the auditor ought to be required to

 9 certify that no people are involved.

10 Make that -- yeah.  Make that certification.  That

11 East Wenatchee one you talked about almost certainly

12 involves no people, when it's a -- you know, where --

13 yeah, where a city boundary goes along a street or a

14 road.

15 MR. PHARRIS:  Right.

16 COMM. GORTON:  And you say, you know, the

17 census can't tell.  But the county auditor can, if they

18 want to do this, and they just make a certification

19 that it doesn't involve a population change.

20 MR. FALLIS:  I endorse that concept.  I mean,

21 what immediately jumped to my mind was, you know,

22 beyond a reasonable doubt.  But I think certification

23 is a -- is a better approach if there's a mechanism

24 like that.  

25 MR. PHARRIS:  Um . . .
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 1 MR. FALLIS:  And I have to say, particularly

 2 where congressional districts are concerned, in -- in

 3 some cases I think we have virtually no tolerance at

 4 this point for upward changes.  So I think we have to

 5 be reasonably certain that there aren't going to be

 6 shifts there.

 7 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  So does it make sense,

 8 then, to just add a line requiring auditors to certify

 9 that there are no population shifts in implementing

10 this paragraph?

11 MR. PHARRIS:  If I could, I found the example

12 I was looking for.

13 COMM. FOSTER:  In the big picture, if we

14 miss -- if we don't have a rule for something, how does

15 it get resolved?  Does it -- does the auditor take it

16 to a superior court judge and they decide or a federal

17 judge, or do they decide and wait to be -- to be sued?

18 Or -- or are we talking about such theoretical stuff

19 that it will never happen?

20 MR. PHARRIS:  Um . . .

21 COMM. FOSTER:  Are we trying to be too

22 precise?

23 MR. PHARRIS:  Sorry.  I'm still not quite

24 grasping the question.

25 COMM. CEIS:  All right.  Well, is this the
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 1 example you want to show us?

 2 MR. PHARRIS:  This is the example I wanted to

 3 show you.

 4 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.

 5 MR. PHARRIS:  This is -- this is -- the

 6 second paragraph of the language is the one that refers

 7 to rights of way of roads.  And I think it can be

 8 fairly well agreed that it's extremely unlikely that

 9 someone would be living between the center line and the

10 right of way of a roadway.  That's -- like here.

11 The first paragraph is the one that says, "Okay.

12 This block is intended to follow the city limits of

13 East Wenatchee as of January 1, 2010.  In drawing your

14 precincts, in conducting these elections, you can

15 consider that district line to follow the city limits

16 of East Wenatchee as you know them to be."

17 MS. BUNNING:  The second paragraph.

18 COMM. CEIS:  I guess I'm not following you.

19 So where are the actual city limits of Wenatchee in

20 this?

21 MR. PHARRIS:  The actual city limits, as

22 determined by the Douglas County auditor's office, are

23 the black line here.

24 COMM. CEIS:  And what did we assume the city

25 limits were based on census data?
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 1 MR. PHARRIS:  The difference between the

 2 shadings here.

 3 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.  And so in that area there

 4 appears to be some houses.

 5 MR. PHARRIS:  There do appear to be some

 6 houses, yes.

 7 COMM. CEIS:  So there would also -- one would

 8 assume those houses are occupied and there are people

 9 in them.

10 MR. PHARRIS:  There is no way of knowing that

11 from the census data.

12 COMM. CEIS:  I understand that.  

13 MR. PHARRIS:  Yeah.

14 COMM. CEIS:  So now I'm going to go to the

15 next conclusion.  So this shift would actually change

16 population of the district.  

17 MR. PHARRIS:  (Indiscernible).  

18 COMM. CEIS:  Now, there would be no way of

19 knowing that through the census data, but it would have

20 happened.

21 MR. PHARRIS:  It is likely that some of these

22 people -- sorry.  It is likely that some of these

23 people were erroneously counted within East Wenatchee

24 and that, yes, there would be some population shift

25 involved.  But it's --

CAPITOL PACIFIC REPORTING 1-800-407-0148



Washington State Redistricting Commission - Public MeetingWashington State Redistricting Commission - Public MeetingWashington State Redistricting Commission - Public MeetingWashington State Redistricting Commission - Public Meeting

    36

 1 COMM. GORTON:  (Indiscernible).  

 2 MR. PHARRIS:  It would be very difficult to

 3 know how much.

 4 COMM. CEIS:  Well, by using the census data,

 5 that's correct.  The census data can't tell you that

 6 because of the --

 7 MR. PHARRIS:  Right.

 8 COMM. CEIS:  But somebody could go out there

 9 and survey and see that there are two houses there, ask

10 them how many people reside there, and know how many

11 people are there.

12 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.  And that would tell you

13 how many people are there now, but it would not tell

14 you how many people were there on April 1, 2010.

15 COMM. CEIS:  On April 1, 2010.  

16 So we have a situation where there would actual be

17 population shifts, but the --

18 COMM. GORTON:  It wouldn't be reflected in

19 our maps --

20 COMM. CEIS:  -- they wouldn't be reflected --

21 COMM. GORTON:  -- yeah, in the way we --

22 COMM. CEIS:  -- in the way it's been

23 calculated -- 

24 MR. PHARRIS:  Right.

25 COMM. CEIS:  -- because of that point in
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 1 time.

 2 MR. PHARRIS:  Right.

 3 COMM. CEIS:  Right.  Thank you, Nick.

 4 COMM. GORTON:  John's got a comment.

 5 COMM. CEIS:  Well, I -- yes.  I didn't ask

 6 for a comment, though, John, right at this moment.

 7 Thank you.

 8 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Well, we sort of motioned

 9 him forward to make -- if you would like to defer that,

10 that's fine.

11 COMM. CEIS:  Well, I'm interested in -- so

12 I'm just working through the logic here.  So I'd like

13 to continue that for a second, Madam Chair.  

14 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Sure.

15 COMM. CEIS:  Thank you.

16 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Sure.

17 COMM. CEIS:  So there is no problem?

18 MR. PHARRIS:  No problem.

19 COMM. CEIS:  Even though a population shift

20 would happen in realty -- 

21 MR. PHARRIS:  Right.

22 COMM. CEIS:  -- because of census data and

23 the point in time -- 

24 MR. PHARRIS:  Yeah.

25 COMM. CEIS:  -- there would be no population
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 1 shift as of this districting plan, right?

 2 MR. PHARRIS:  Right.

 3 COMM. GORTON:  Yeah, making -- making this

 4 change --

 5 MR. PHARRIS:  Yeah.

 6 COMM. GORTON:  -- would not change our

 7 numbers?

 8 COMM. CEIS:  Right. 

 9 MR. PHARRIS:  No.  And that's -- and that's

10 the type of -- exactly the type of change contemplated

11 in the first paragraph of -- of what I went over

12 yesterday.  Yes.

13 COMM. CEIS:  Right.  So putting a limit on

14 the number would be unnecessary.

15 MR. PHARRIS:  Would be kind of -- if I can

16 use the word "nonsensical" because there's no way of

17 knowing what that shift would be.

18 COMM. CEIS:  Right.  Okay.

19 COMM. GORTON:  All right.

20 COMM. CEIS:  So this -- so we -- so it's a

21 nonissue.

22 MR. PHARRIS:  I believe so, yes.

23 COMM. CEIS:  Yes.

24 MR. PHARRIS:  The -- the alternative would be

25 to strike that language and say, "Okay, Douglas County
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 1 Auditor, you have to use this line, and these houses

 2 are split.  You have to try to figure out which side of

 3 that line, that Census Bureau line" --

 4 COMM. CEIS:  No.  I completely understand

 5 what you're saying, Nick.

 6 MR. PHARRIS:  Yeah.

 7 COMM. CEIS:  It's -- so it's the

 8 population --

 9 COMM. GORTON:  We should -- we should do

10 this.  We should do this one.

11 COMM. CEIS:  Well, and we should leave the

12 language as written.

13 MR. PHARRIS:  I would recommend that, yes.

14 COMM. CEIS:  That's right.

15 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.

16 MR. FALLIS:  And is there any -- as to the

17 second paragraph, is there any reasonable possibility

18 that the application of that would result in population

19 shifts?

20 MR. PHARRIS:  I can't believe there would be

21 because it would require that somebody be living

22 between the center line and the right-of-way line of a

23 roadway.

24 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.

25 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.
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 1 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  So we are resolved?

 2 COMM. CEIS:  I believe so, at least on my

 3 side.

 4 COMM. GORTON:  Yeah.

 5 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.

 6 COMM. HUFF:  Under a bridge.

 7 MS. BUNNING:  Yeah.

 8 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  All right.  So I think

 9 the next order of business is for Nick to walk us

10 through the legislative proposal.

11 MR. PHARRIS:  Right.  This is an analysis.  I

12 took the -- the shapefile that -- of the compromise

13 proposal that was sort of put out yesterday and

14 basically overlaid the current -- as -- as best I could

15 tell, current city limits and county boundaries and

16 tried find any areas that were, you know, trapped in

17 between the two which would force the creation of

18 precincts with very small numbers of people.  And I'm

19 just going to present the ones that would be fewer than

20 100 people here.

21 COMM. CEIS:  Nick, just a clar- --

22 clarification for the process here.

23 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.  Uh-huh.

24 COMM. CEIS:  So these are issues you have

25 identified?
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 1 MR. PHARRIS:  Correct.

 2 COMM. CEIS:  These are not reflected in the

 3 current map, however, any of these changes?

 4 MR. PHARRIS:  That is right.

 5 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.  Thank you.  

 6 So if we say yes to these as we go through them,

 7 then we will need to go back and change the map to

 8 reflect these, correct --

 9 MR. PHARRIS:  That's correct.

10 COMM. CEIS:  -- before we can adopt the map?

11 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.

12 COMM. CEIS:  Thank you.

13 MR. PHARRIS:  All right.  The first here is a

14 polygon that is inside the Coulee City city limits.

15 Otherwise, Coulee City is assigned to Legislative

16 District 12.  But this particular little triangle of

17 land was assigned to District 13.  No people are

18 involved.  The recommendation would be to assign it to

19 District 12 as -- as for the rest of the city.

20 COMM. GORTON:  Well, it sounds like this

21 one's fine.

22 COMM. HUFF:  Yes.

23 MR. PHARRIS:  All right.

24 COMM. CEIS:  Madam Chair, should we make

25 decisions on these as we go?
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 1 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  I think we -- I think we

 2 should.  And then we'll . . .

 3 MR. PHARRIS:  There are several of these

 4 polygons around the edges of the City of Kennewick.

 5 These are all within the City of Kennewick but have

 6 been assigned to the 16th District, where the

 7 majority has been assigned to the 8th.  This is also

 8 one such area, but it has a population greater than

 9 100.

10 These two areas -- this is a small tongue of land

11 east of South Washington Street, and this is a larger

12 area east of South Washington Street -- have a combined

13 population of 31.  They could probably be combined with

14 this more populous area into a single precinct.  It

15 might not be a big problem.  

16 This area over here, though, has no people in it.

17 I would recommend that it be assigned to District 8.

18 It is possible to get around it on paved roads, so it

19 would not be connectivity issue either.

20 COMM. GORTON:  The zero one's easy.

21 COMM. CEIS:  Yeah.

22 COMM. GORTON:  The 31 one is not.

23 COMM. CEIS:  No.  But it -- that is a -- an

24 incorporated part of Kennewick -- 

25 COMM. GORTON:  Yeah.
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 1 COMM. CEIS:  -- where the 31 is?

 2 COMM. GORTON:  If we -- 

 3 MR. PHARRIS:  It is.

 4 COMM. GORTON:  If we can find something to

 5 balance it.

 6 COMM. CEIS:  Yes.  Is that -- is that the

 7 only split Kennewick that we have?  There's other

 8 splits elsewhere, isn't there?

 9 MR. PHARRIS:  These are all the splits in

10 Kennewick.  I would say, there is already a portion of

11 Kennewick in the 16th.  And, in fact, this portion is

12 assigned to the 16th, as well.  This portion has over

13 100 people and could probably be combined with these

14 areas into a single precinct.

15 COMM. CEIS:  Right.  It's just we have

16 unnecessary split of Kennewick here that -- if we could

17 find an offset -- I guess that's not that.

18 COMM. HUFF:  Do you have a recommendation on

19 the split?

20 COMM. CEIS:  It's not that critical.

21 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  But the rest of it in

22 there is Kennewick, right, in the blue?

23 MR. PHARRIS:  The -- I'm sorry.  The diagonal

24 hatching indicates the City of Kennewick.  This -- this

25 is -- 
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 1 COMM. CEIS:  So we have other areas of

 2 Kennewick -- 

 3 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Yeah.

 4 COMM. CEIS:  -- that are already in the

 5 16th; so this will not be unique.

 6 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.  This is one that

 7 I would -- thank you -- that I would categorize as --

 8 as lower import.  This one, as Commissioner Gorton

 9 points out, is kind of a no-brainer.  These two, I

10 would say, are of lower importance because it would not

11 be an undue hardship on an auditor to combine these

12 into one precinct.

13 COMM. GORTON:  So should we do the big zero?

14 COMM. CEIS:  I concur in taking the big zero.

15 COMM. GORTON:  Yeah.  Let's take -- let's

16 taken the big zero.

17 COMM. FOSTER:  Yeah, and ignore the one down

18 at the left?

19 COMM. CEIS:  Yes.

20 MR. PHARRIS:  Okay.  This is an uninhabited

21 block of the City of Okanagan, which was included in

22 the 12th District, where the rest of the city's in

23 the 7th District.

24 COMM. CEIS:  Concur?

25 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.  Concur.
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 1 COMM. HUFF:  Not so easy.

 2 MR. PHARRIS:  This is an inhabited block of

 3 the City of Spokane.  Spokane is split between the 3rd

 4 and 6th Legislative Districts, but the adjacent part is

 5 part of Spokane is part of a third.

 6 COMM. CEIS:  Concur.

 7 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.

 8 MR. PHARRIS:  This is a block in the city --

 9 town -- I'm not sure -- of Wapato -- city, I believe --

10 with no population, which has been assigned to the

11 14th District; whereas, the rest is assigned to the

12 15th District.

13 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.

14 COMM. CEIS:  Concur.

15 MR. PHARRIS:  This one does have a bit of

16 population.  This is a -- a block of six people, which

17 is assigned to the 15th District in Yakima.  There is

18 a portion of the City of Yakima assigned to the 15th

19 District under this proposal, but the adjacent portion

20 is in the 14th District.

21 COMM. CEIS:  And what's our deviation for the

22 14th and 15th right now?  Got that somewhere?

23 MR. PHARRIS:  I don't have that in front of

24 me.

25 COMM. HUFF:  14th is minus three.  And the

CAPITOL PACIFIC REPORTING 1-800-407-0148



Washington State Redistricting Commission - Public MeetingWashington State Redistricting Commission - Public MeetingWashington State Redistricting Commission - Public MeetingWashington State Redistricting Commission - Public Meeting

    46

 1 15th is minus 29, in the 15th.

 2 COMM. GORTON:  I don't see that that this one

 3 creates any particular problem.  It can be a part of

 4 the precinct that's off there to its northeast.

 5 COMM. CEIS:  We've got enough room in our

 6 deviation to accommodate it, though.

 7 COMM. FOSTER:  It was minus 8 and minus 29.

 8 Not minus 3.  I think -- 

 9 COMM. CEIS:  Yeah.  Minus 8 minus 29.  

10 COMM. FOSTER:  Yeah.

11 COMM. CEIS:  So this would actually help --

12 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.

13 COMM. CEIS:  -- balance between the two.

14 COMM. GORTON:  If it will help, then let's do

15 it.  Yeah.

16 COMM. CEIS:  Yeah.

17 MR. PHARRIS:  Then the deviations would be

18 minus 2 and minus 35.

19 COMM. CEIS:  Yeah.

20 MR. PHARRIS:  Yeah.

21 COMM. HUFF:  Minus 2 and minus 35?

22 COMM. CEIS:  I'm sorry.  

23 COMM. FOSTER:  No.  Wouldn't you be -- 

24 COMM. CEIS:  Aren't you moving this the other

25 way?
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 1 COMM. FOSTER:  Wouldn't it go the other way?

 2 Minus 2 and minus 23?

 3 COMM. CEIS:  You're -- you're taking it out

 4 of the 15th and adding it to the 14th here?

 5 MR. PHARRIS:  That's correct. 

 6 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.

 7 MR. PHARRIS:  So minus 29, minus 6, is minus

 8 35.

 9 COMM. HUFF:  The figures I have here the most

10 recent map is -- 

11 COMM. CEIS:  Right.  You're right.

12 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Yeah.  He's right.  

13 COMM. HUFF:  -- minus 8 from 14, and minus

14 29 --

15 COMM. CEIS:  No.  He's right.  

16 COMM. HUFF:  -- in 15. 

17 COMM. CEIS:  It will be minus 35 in the

18 15th and --

19 MR. PHARRIS:  Minus 2 --

20 COMM. CEIS:  -- minus 2 in the 14th -- 

21 MR. PHARRIS:  14th.

22 COMM. CEIS:  -- as a result of this shift -- 

23 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.

24 COMM. CEIS:  -- which is fine.

25 MR. PHARRIS:  All right.
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 1 COMM. CEIS:  Yes?

 2 MR. PHARRIS:  The next one is kind of a

 3 difficult case.  This is a block of ten people outside

 4 the City of Spokane.  All of the rest of these will be

 5 areas outside of cities that are trapped between leg

 6 lines and the city.  These ten people are outside the

 7 City of Spokane.  They're also outside the Spokane

 8 urban growth area so are unlikely to be annexed any

 9 time soon.  But they do not share any land boundary

10 with the 4th District, which would be the alternative

11 placement for this block.

12 COMM. GORTON:  That's the Spokane River?

13 MR. PHARRIS:  This is the Spokane River, yes.

14 COMM. CEIS:  So this would be a ten-person

15 precinct?

16 MR. PHARRIS:  It would.

17 COMM. GORTON:  Still.

18 COMM. CEIS:  Still.

19 COMM. GORTON:  That's where it belongs.

20 COMM. CEIS:  Yeah, there's nothing we can do

21 about this.  I mean, the resolution is for the city and

22 the county it deal with it.

23 MR. PHARRIS:  Leave -- leave this block where

24 it is?  Yeah?

25 COMM. CEIS:  I would say yes.
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 1 MR. PHARRIS:  There are several blocks

 2 outside of the City of Okanagan between the city limits

 3 and the legislative boundary as proposed.  This one,

 4 this central one here, I would recommend leaving in the

 5 7th because it provides contiguity to this portion of

 6 the City of Okanagan over here and, in fact, is at

 7 least point contiguous -- appears to be point

 8 contiguous with this unincorporated area over here and

 9 could be part of the same precinct.

10 These two, this here in the south, this here at

11 the far north, have no population.  I would recommend

12 moving them into the 12th District.  

13 This with a population of seven and this with a

14 population of four, I -- I have no particular feeling

15 about.  This one could probably be accommodated in the

16 same precinct as this area to the east.  This would be

17 more difficult at the south end.

18 COMM. GORTON:  So the south-end one really

19 ought to go into the 12th or it's a four-person

20 precinct.

21 MR. PHARRIS:  I -- I think that would be the

22 best solution.

23 COMM. GORTON:  I think we could come -- I

24 think we could accommodate that.

25 COMM. CEIS:  So the 12th at 52.  And --
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 1 COMM. GORTON:  Fifty-two over or under?

 2 COMM. CEIS:  Fifty-two over.  And the

 3 7th would drop to 46 over.  So yeah, it's --

 4 COMM. GORTON:  Yeah.

 5 COMM. CEIS:  Well, 2.  50 has been kind of

 6 our upper tolerance, though --

 7 COMM. GORTON:  Yeah.  But I'm --

 8 COMM. CEIS:  -- on our deviation.

 9 COMM. GORTON:  A four-person precinct is

10 awfully small.

11 COMM. CEIS:  Yeah.

12 COMM. HUFF:  Deviations seem to be different

13 than our deviations.

14 COMM. FOSTER:  No, I don't think so.

15 COMM. CEIS:  What -- what's the movement on

16 the -- on the 7th?

17 COMM. HUFF:  I'm okay.  I'm fine.  

18 COMM. CEIS:  On the top, yes, the population

19 with seven in it, where does it -- how does that

20 movement work?  Which direction?

21 MR. PHARRIS:  That would go from 7 into 12,

22 the same way.

23 COMM. CEIS:  Same way.  So it would increase

24 the --

25 COMM. GORTON:  But you said that it could be
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 1 included in a --

 2 MR. PHARRIS:  I think it would not be

 3 difficult to include it in this nearby precinct.

 4 COMM. GORTON:  Okay, then.  Let's leave that

 5 as it is and do the zeros.

 6 MR. PHARRIS:  Do the zeros.  

 7 And the population four at the south end?

 8 COMM. GORTON:  Yeah.

 9 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.

10 MR. PHARRIS:  Do that, as well.  All right.

11 COMM. FOSTER:  That bunch -- that's 52 and

12 46, then?

13 COMM. CEIS:  Yes.

14 COMM. FOSTER:  Okay.

15 MR. PHARRIS:  This is another somewhat

16 difficult situation.  This is an unincorporated area

17 that extends in a sort of tongue into the city limits

18 of West Richland.  It is in West Richland's urban

19 growth area; that's the dashed black line here.  The

20 problem here is there is an area over here completely

21 surrounded by the City of West Richland with six people

22 in it.  So --

23 COMM. CEIS:  Jeez.

24 MR. PHARRIS:  -- you're going to have to have

25 a precinct here with six people in it.  If you leave
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 1 this in, it can be a precinct of 12, or you can take it

 2 out.

 3 COMM. GORTON:  That would be better.  

 4 COMM. CEIS:  Let's leave it alone.

 5 COMM. GORTON:  Let's leave it alone.

 6 MR. PHARRIS:  Leave it alone?

 7 COMM. GORTON:  Yeah.

 8 COMM. CEIS:  Let the auditor make it a single

 9 precinct.

10 MR. PHARRIS:  And as I say, there is some

11 possibility it could be annexed in the next ten years,

12 anyway, though that's speculative.

13 COMM. CEIS:  Is this a question?

14 MR. PHARRIS:  Yeah.

15 COMM. CEIS:  Do the auditors in these cities

16 talk about these anomalies within their boundaries and

17 talk about cleaning up these little annexations at any

18 point?  Do we know that?

19 MR. PHARRIS:  The auditor -- I -- I -- it's

20 my sense, based on not a lot, that county auditors

21 don't weigh into that sort of issue very often.  They

22 tend to let -- I would guess they tend to let

23 municipalities worry about their own boundaries.

24 COMM. CEIS:  Right.  I just -- having worked

25 in a municipality for a long of time, we don't think
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 1 about those things.  And they're probably completely

 2 unaware that they have some of these small, little

 3 unincorporated areas and just don't bother with them,

 4 which -- usually it's pretty easy to cleanup.  Just

 5 curious.

 6 MR. PHARRIS:  Yeah.  And, of course, it

 7 requires the consent of the residents there

 8 to (indiscernible) --

 9 COMM. CEIS:  Yeah.  You have to go through a

10 petition method there.  But still . . . 

11 MR. PHARRIS:  This one, though, is -- I'm not

12 absolutely sure whether it an UGA or not.  But it's an

13 unin- -- or it's a population one block outside of West

14 Richland that is trapped between the legislative line

15 and the city limits.

16 COMM. GORTON:  Well . . . 

17 COMM. CEIS:  We should fix it.

18 COMM. GORTON:  We should do that.  We should

19 do that one.

20 MR. PHARRIS:  I would recommend this one,

21 yes --

22 COMM. CEIS:  Yes.

23 MR. PHARRIS:  -- moving one person from the

24 8th to District 16th.

25 COMM. HUFF:  Right.
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 1 MR. PHARRIS:  The next one is another area on

 2 the edge of West Richland.  There's no population.  I

 3 would recommend moving this area into District 16th.

 4 COMM. CEIS:  Yeah.

 5 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.

 6 MR. PHARRIS:  This is a -- a large but

 7 sparsely populated area that has been largely cut off

 8 from the other unincorporated territory in the county

 9 by a recent annexation to the City of Richland.  I -- I

10 could go either way on this one.

11 COMM. GORTON:  Does it look like it's a

12 natural annexation at some point?

13 MR. PHARRIS:  I believe it's in the urban

14 growth area.

15 COMM. CEIS:  So it's an eight-person precinct

16 as it stands now?  No?

17 COMM. GORTON:  No.  17.

18 MR. PHARRIS:  17.

19 COMM. CEIS:  17.  I'm sorry.  17.  8th

20 District I was reading.

21 COMM. GORTON:  I'm inclined to say leave that

22 to be annexed by Richland.

23 MR. PHARRIS:  Leave that one as it is?  

24 There is also a population-zero block here that

25 could be moved into the 16th.
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 1 COMM. GORTON:  Move the zero.

 2 COMM. CEIS:  Well, is it --

 3 Which side of Dallas Road is it on?

 4 MR. PHARRIS:  The -- the zero-population

 5 block is on the west side of Dallas Road, this little

 6 strip here that's outside the city limits.

 7 COMM. CEIS:  Oh, okay.  Over there?  

 8 Oh, we can deal with a zero-population one and

 9 leave the 17 alone, then.

10 COMM. GORTON:  Yes.

11 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.

12 MR. PHARRIS:  Agreed?

13 COMM. CEIS:  Yes.

14 COMM. HUFF:  Right now the 8th is 50 under,

15 isn't it, on deviation?  And you'd be adding 17 to

16 that, is the way I understand it.

17 MR. PHARRIS:  If -- if we -- 

18 COMM. GORTON:  You'd be taking 17 away.

19 COMM. CEIS:  17 more away.

20 MR. PHARRIS:  -- sort of resolve this -- if

21 we moved -- 

22 COMM. HUFF:  Oh, that would make it larger,

23 right?

24 MR. PHARRIS:  -- the leg boundary to the city

25 limit, yes, it would be making it larger.
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 1 COMM. HUFF:  Larger.  Yeah.  Okay.

 2 Leave that alone, right?

 3 COMM. CEIS:  Yeah.

 4 MR. PHARRIS:  As this is an area with a

 5 population of 30 on the edge of the City of Soap Lake.

 6 It is currently assigned to the 12th District.  It

 7 could be moved into the 13th District.  Part of this

 8 area is in Soap Lake's urban growth area.  This --

 9 COMM. HUFF:  Just said moved into the 13?

10 COMM. CEIS:  One's over 48.  

11 MR. PHARRIS:  It would move from 12 to 13.

12 COMM. CEIS:  One's over 47.  So it's too much

13 to do.

14 COMM. HUFF:  Over 47 --

15 COMM. GORTON:  Let's leave this one alone.

16 MR. PHARRIS:  Right.  It -- it could probably

17 be combined with this nearby unincorporated area into a

18 precinct.

19 COMM. CEIS:  Yeah.  Just leave it alone, too.

20 MR. PHARRIS:  These are several zero-

21 population areas on the edge of the City of Ephrata,

22 which are assigned to the 13th District, as is the

23 city.  But the adjacent unincorporated area is assigned

24 to the 12th.

25 COMM. GORTON:  So this you want to turn from
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 1 red to green?

 2 MR. PHARRIS:  These would -- these areas

 3 would turn from red to green, yes.

 4 COMM. CEIS:  And then we would be within the

 5 city boundaries entirely.  Okay.

 6 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.

 7 COMM. CEIS:  Unincorporated pocket.  Okay.

 8 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.

 9 MR. PHARRIS:  These are a couple of unin- --

10 unincorporated areas again on the edge of the City of

11 Ephrata.  The -- the north boundary here is the Ephrata

12 urban growth area.  The combined population of these

13 two areas is 15, which would be moving from the 13th

14 to the 12th District.

15 COMM. CEIS:  12th.

16 These would be a combined precinct, correct?

17 MR. PHARRIS:  I believe they probably could,

18 yes.

19 COMM. GORTON:  I think we should leave this

20 one alone.

21 MR. PHARRIS:  At least until such time as

22 Ephrata annexes it.

23 This is a zero-population street of -- strip of

24 land along the city limits of Ephrata.  This would go

25 from the 13th into the 12th District.
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 1 COMM. HUFF:  Okay.

 2 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.  Right.

 3 COMM. FOSTER:  Zero's.

 4 COMM. HUFF:  Pretty easy.

 5 COMM. FOSTER:  Those are easy.

 6 COMM. HUFF:  The next one isn't.

 7 MR. PHARRIS:  Right.  The next one consists

 8 of two zero-population strips of land at the edge of

 9 the City of Wapato.  They would move from the 15th to

10 the 14th District.

11 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.

12 COMM. CEIS:  Good.

13 COMM. HUFF:  Okay.

14 MR. PHARRIS:  And finally, a zero-population

15 area on the edge of the City of Toppenish.  This would

16 also move from the 15th to the 14th.

17 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.

18 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.

19 MR. PHARRIS:  Is our -- is out reporter able

20 to get the place names?  

21 THE REPORTER:  Yes.

22 MR. PHARRIS:  Now we come to some polygons in

23 one county that are assigned to a different district

24 from the rest of the county.  This is a zero-population

25 block at the edge of Douglas County that was assigned
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 1 to the 13th District.  The entire remainder of the

 2 county's in the 12th District.

 3 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.

 4 COMM. GORTON:  Yes.  We can certainly do

 5 that.

 6 COMM. CEIS:  Yes.

 7 MR. PHARRIS:  This is near the Columbia River

 8 on the north edge of Lincoln County assigned to the

 9 7th District.  The entire remainder of the county's in

10 the 13th.

11 COMM. GORTON:  We move it out in the middle

12 of a river rather than the edge.

13 MR. PHARRIS:  Right, to the county boundary. 

14 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.

15 MR. PHARRIS:  This white and dashed line is

16 the county boundary.

17 This is another area in the same situation.

18 There's no population.

19 COMM. HUFF:  Okay.

20 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.

21 MR. PHARRIS:  On Slide 23, another area in

22 the same situation, no population involved.

23 COMM. HUFF:  Okay.

24 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.

25 MR. PHARRIS:  This is an area -- can't quite
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 1 tell whether it's adjacent to or -- no.  It's in the

 2 Snake River at the north edge of Walla Walla County

 3 assigned to the 9th District when the rest of the

 4 county is assigned to the 16th.

 5 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.

 6 COMM. HUFF:  Okay.

 7 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.

 8 MR. PHARRIS:  This is another area in the

 9 same -- same situation.

10 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.

11 MR. PHARRIS:  That concludes that

12 presentation.

13 I did also -- 

14 COMM. CEIS:  (indiscernible) ask him.

15 MR. PHARRIS:  -- take a quick look at any

16 nonvisible boundaries that were used as legislative-

17 district boundaries that do not respond to county,

18 precinct, urban-growth, school-district, or city

19 limits.

20 I found about six lines, some between the 12th

21 and 13th and some between the 4th and 9th in Spokane

22 County, I believe, where they appear to be cutting

23 through tax parcels, and it wasn't clear exactly what

24 the line was intended to represent.  I was going to ask

25 permission to explore whether any -- whether using a
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 1 nearby line would be more suitable without jeopardizing

 2 the population-deviation numbers.

 3 COMM. CEIS:  Just to be clear, you're asking

 4 for direction, then, to go back and examine whether or

 5 not there is a visible boundary that you could use that

 6 does not involve a population shift?

 7 MR. PHARRIS:  Right, or at least does not

 8 involve a population shift -- or a population deviation

 9 beyond what you've established here or -- or --

10 COMM. CEIS:  Right.

11 MR. PHARRIS:  Yeah.

12 COMM. CEIS:  Yes.

13 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.

14 COMM. CEIS:  So that's work you would have to

15 go back and do here after at a recess -- 

16 MR. PHARRIS:  That's right. 

17 COMM. CEIS:  -- I would assume --

18 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.

19 COMM. CEIS:  -- at the same time you're

20 incorporating these corrections?

21 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.  There were only -- I

22 believe there were only three such areas.

23 COMM. HUFF:  Okay.

24 COMM. CEIS:  I would say yes.

25 COMM. FOSTER:  Did you have John Milem's
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 1 report when did you this?  Is that included in what we

 2 just did?

 3 MR. PHARRIS:  I did not.  A lot -- there is a

 4 lot of overlap, but I did not have his report when I

 5 was doing this analysis, and I have not -- I just

 6 received it recently, and I have not had time to

 7 prepare a presentation like this for his comments.

 8 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.  So we have some

 9 unfinished business with the eastern Washington map --

10 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.

11 COMM. CEIS:  -- because we do want to take a

12 look at Mr. Milem's analysis, I think.  Don't we?

13 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Yeah.

14 COMM. HUFF:  Yes.

15 COMM. GORTON:  Yep.

16 COMM. CEIS:  As well as the nonvisible-

17 boundary issues that you identified.  So we need to

18 send you back to your -- your office to do that.

19 MR. PHARRIS:  Would you --

20 Are you asking me to prepare a presentation of

21 this sort?

22 COMM. HUFF:  How much time -- how much time

23 do you need?

24 MR. PHARRIS:  To prepare a presentation would

25 probably be a couple hours.
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 1 COMM. HUFF:  Two hours?

 2 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.

 3 COMM. FOSTER:  What if -- what kind of

 4 presentation would you give us if you didn't prepare a

 5 presentation of this sort?

 6 COMM. CEIS:  You didn't do a PowerPoint.

 7 MR. PHARRIS:  Well, the main time involved is

 8 in just producing a map images themselves.

 9 Incorporating them into a PowerPoint isn't that much.

10 COMM. CEIS:  So if we gave you direction that

11 said that changes that involve no population shift we

12 don't need a presentation on --

13 MR. PHARRIS:  Right.

14 COMM. CEIS:  -- ones that do involve a

15 population shift we would want to see --

16 MR. PHARRIS:  You'd like to see?  That's -- 

17 COMM. CEIS:  -- would that reduce amount of

18 work you have to do?

19 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.  There are relatively few

20 that involve population.

21 COMM. HUFF:  I'd vote for that.

22 COMM. GORTON:  I think that's the direction

23 we ought to give.

24 COMM. CEIS:  Rusty, do you have any issues

25 with that?
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 1 MR. FALLIS:  No.  That makes sense.

 2 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.

 3 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  And then what are we

 4 talking about time under those circumstances that you

 5 would need?  And again we -- we -- you know, we need to

 6 get through it, but we also want to make sure that you

 7 take the adequate care so -- that you need.

 8 MR. PHARRIS:  I would -- I would appreciate a

 9 little bit of time for lunch.  But I think if we -- I

10 think I could have something by 3:00.

11 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.

12 COMM. HUFF:  3:00 o'clock?

13 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.

14 COMM. CEIS:  Do we have any issues we need to

15 review in the western Washington portion of the

16 legislative map?

17 MR. PHARRIS:  I believe that's all been

18 resolved.

19 COMM. CEIS:  All right.  So the work that

20 staff did last night is incorporated and reflected in

21 the map that you have now, correct?

22 MR. PHARRIS:  That's correct.

23 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.  So there's no need to

24 review that here?

25 MR. PHARRIS:  No.
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 1 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  And we're done with

 2 anything congressional?

 3 COMM. CEIS:  I would think we have something

 4 to talk about.

 5 MR. PHARRIS:  This is -- this is all I had

 6 for the congressional lines.  I'm sorry.  There are

 7 only two -- that is all the comments we've received

 8 from the public or the auditors on the congressional

 9 lines, yes.

10 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  And we've seen those?

11 MR. PHARRIS:  We've seen all those.

12 COMM. CEIS:  And have you had --

13 Do you need to do any checking of the

14 congressional lines before we move on?

15 MR. PHARRIS:  It would probably be a good

16 idea just to run some error checks on the proposed --

17 the currently proposed lines.

18 COMM. CEIS:  Yes.  Why don't we do that at

19 the same time we're talking a break so that you can

20 bring back any issues for us on those, as well.

21 MR. PHARRIS:  Sure.

22 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.  Do you need any

23 assistance from staff in this work, or does that just

24 in your way, other staff?

25 MR. PHARRIS:  If you're comfortable having me
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 1 do it by myself, that's probably the fastest.

 2 COMM. CEIS:  Yeah.  We're comfortable with

 3 that.  Just wondering if you needed --

 4 Okay.  Great.  Thanks.

 5 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  So --

 6 COMM. CEIS:  Just one last question, Madam

 7 Chair.  Sorry.

 8 The that will then give us all the information we

 9 need to make any adjustments for both the congressional

10 map and the legislative map before we adopt the final

11 redistricting plan?

12 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes, I believe so.

13 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.

14 COMM. HUFF:  And that's two hours?

15 MR. PHARRIS:  I would say two hours, yes.

16 COMM. HUFF:  That'll give you enough time for

17 lunch and this?

18 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.

19 COMM. HUFF:  Okay.  That's important.

20 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  So -- it's -- it's

21 about ten after 2:00 right now.  So --

22 COMM. GORTON:  Ten after 1:00.

23 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Oh, ten after 1:00.

24 Excuse me.  Sorry.  Ten after 1:00.  I'm looking at the

25 2 on the clock.
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 1 So I guess 3:15?

 2 COMM. FOSTER:  Yeah.

 3 COMM. GORTON:  Yes.

 4 MR. PHARRIS:  That will work.

 5 COMM. CEIS:  And if you are going to be

 6 delayed, just let us know, and we'll wait for you.

 7 MR. PHARRIS:  Thank you.

 8 MS. BUNNING:  Madam Chair? 

 9 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Yes.

10 MS. BUNNING:  Could I ask a question?  

11 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Please.

12 MS. BUNNING:  Nick, this morning you

13 mentioned an issue around Cougar Mountain.  Has that

14 been taken care of?

15 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes, that should be addressed.

16 COMM. CEIS:  Oh, right, Cougar Mountain.

17 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes, Cougar Mountain precinct.

18 Pull up the map.

19 COMM. CEIS:  Madam Chair. 

20 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Yes. 

21 COMM. CEIS:  I have one more question on the

22 previous topic.  

23 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Sure.

24 COMM. CEIS:  May I ask?

25 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Please.
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 1 COMM. CEIS:  Nick?

 2 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.

 3 COMM. CEIS:  When you come back and you have

 4 the recommended changes that we need to consider --

 5 MR. PHARRIS:  Uh-huh.

 6 COMM. CEIS:  -- I will assume there will one

 7 more step we'll have to take, is that approve those

 8 changes or disapprove of them, you'll need to go back

 9 one more time, incorporate them into the map before we

10 can take our final action.

11 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.

12 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.  So there will be a second

13 recess after this as a result of that?

14 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.

15 COMM. CEIS:  Thank you.

16 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.  The issue Bonnie was

17 bringing up, (indiscernible).  Yes, this is the one.

18 The other day a decision was made, in order to

19 avoid having a precinct consisting of two people, two

20 unincorporated blocks in the southeast corner of

21 Bellevue, to move Cougar Mountain precinct -- the

22 remainder of Cougar Mountain precinct, which is 122

23 people, into the 9th Congressional District.

24 I notice from what I -- from discussions I've had

25 with the staff that Cougar Mountain precinct did not
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 1 get moved into the 41st Legislative District, which

 2 is what would be required for those two areas to be

 3 incorporated within Cougar Mountain precinct.

 4 I have taken a look at the populations in the

 5 area.  And if Cougar Mountain precinct -- the remainder

 6 of Cougar Mountain precinct with 122 people were moved

 7 into the 41st District and a few blocks in Issaquah,

 8 which is already split along Southeast 56th Street

 9 and Renton Road, and some -- a couple blocks over here

10 were moved into the 5th District to compensate, this

11 would not exceed and, in fact, would improve the

12 relative balance between the 5th and 41st Districts.

13 COMM. CEIS:  And that would deal with the

14 issue?

15 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.

16 COMM. GORTON:  Yeah.  I guess we should do

17 it.

18 COMM. HUFF:  I --

19 COMM. CEIS:  I don't think it causes any

20 other unforeseen problems.

21 MR. PHARRIS:  I don't believe so.

22 COMM. HUFF:  Slade, you worked with that

23 area.  What's your opinion?

24 COMM. GORTON:  I think we ought to do it.

25 They had that little, tiny thing.  Without the same
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 1 lines, is not a great idea.

 2 COMM. CEIS:  This is along the lines that

 3 Mr. Milem was discussing last night?

 4 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.

 5 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  Concurrence?

 6 COMM. CEIS:  Dean?

 7 COMM. FOSTER:  Sure.

 8 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.  So you'll incorporate

 9 that change?

10 MR. PHARRIS:  I will.

11 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.

12 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Anything else that we

13 need to do before we go into recess?

14 MR. PHARRIS:  I don't think so.

15 Okay.  We are then in recess until 3:15 so that

16 would we can have additional data analysis completed

17 and brought back to us.

18 (Recess.) 

19  

20 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  We are back in

21 session for the Washington State Redistricting

22 Commission.

23 And we appreciate all the hard work from the --

24 the staff to get the data together for our

25 consideration.
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 1 So, Nick, I'm going to turn this over to you.

 2 MR. PHARRIS:  I'm not getting an image on the

 3 screen.

 4 Oh, excellent.

 5 Here's a rundown of the comments on the proposed

 6 eastern Washington legislative districts that we

 7 received earlier today from John Milem.  This first

 8 proposal is to move two people from the 15th District

 9 into the 14th District to avoid this less-than-clear

10 boundary and instead follow the school-district

11 boundary, the Union Gap city limits, and U.S. Highway

12 97.

13 Shall I go through these and let you sort of

14 consider them and then come back?  Or do we want to

15 tackle these?

16 COMM. GORTON:  Well, I think whenever they

17 have a number attached, you ought to tell us whether

18 there's a balance or whether this is the only one we're

19 dealing with in the area and the like.

20 MR. PHARRIS:  This move would move the 15th

21 District from 29 under to 31 under and the 14th

22 District from 8 under to 6 under.

23 COMM. GORTON:  I guess that's a --

24 COMM. CEIS:  I think we should say yes.

25 MR. PHARRIS:  Sorry.  There's a -- let me
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 1 just check and see if there are any compensating

 2 changes here.

 3 COMM. GORTON:  Why don't we just tentatively

 4 approve it.  And if something else comes up, we can

 5 come back to it.

 6 COMM. HUFF:  Okay.

 7 MR. PHARRIS:  This is a change we looked at

 8 earlier.  This would put this entire section of the

 9 City of Kennewick, this entire contiguous section of

10 the City of Kennewick, into the 8th Legislative

11 District.  It would move 31 people from the 16th into

12 the 8th District.  But there are, I believe,

13 compensating changes that Mr. Milem has suggested.

14 COMM. GORTON:  Is the arrow going the wrong

15 direction in this?

16 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes, it is.  That should be

17 pointing to the left toward the 8th District.

18 COMM. CEIS:  It goes from the 16th into the

19 8th?

20 MR. PHARRIS:  That's correct.

21 COMM. GORTON:  And you have compensating

22 changes for us?

23 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.

24 COMM. CEIS:  Are they shown later on,

25 or . . . ?
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 1 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.

 2 COMM. CEIS:  And so this is 31 people.  It's

 3 part of Kennewick --

 4 MR. PHARRIS:  Right, yes.

 5 COMM. CEIS:  -- right?  So he wants to

 6 reunite --

 7 COMM. FOSTER:  31.  8 minus 31, 16.

 8 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  I think Mr. Milem

 9 suggested this.

10 Did you have a clarification?

11 COMM. HUFF:  We're minus on both of them

12 right now.

13 COMM. CEIS:  Yeah.

14 MR. MILEM:  Sorry?

15 COMM. HUFF:  No.  Go ahead.

16 MR. MILEM:  I've done all of that checking.

17 There is -- before my changes, there is a range of 100.

18 The largest district in eastern Washington is 50 over,

19 and the smallest district is 50 under.  After all the

20 changes that you're going to hear about from Nick, the

21 largest district is 49 over and the smallest district

22 is 40 over.  So the overall range is reduced from 100

23 to 89, and in each case the most extreme district is

24 not as far from zero.  So I don't think you need to --

25 I'm only saying this to speed things up for you so
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 1 you don't have to ponder a whole lot about whether

 2 these things are going to compensate.

 3 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  Thank you.

 4 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.  But if we don't accept

 5 something, that changes that math.

 6 MR. PHARRIS:  It does.  However, the 8th

 7 District is substantially underpopulated by 50 people,

 8 and moving this 31 would help that.

 9 COMM. CEIS:  I understand that.

10 So can someone over there keep track of what we're

11 doing here as the tally for the districts so that we

12 have a running total of the shifts in case we do reject

13 something here?  We may not, but just in case.

14 Okay.  So we've accepted the first one.  We're

15 tentatively accepting this one.  Is that the --

16 COMM. GORTON:  Yes.

17 COMM. CEIS:  -- consensus?

18 MR. PHARRIS:  Tentatively accepting?

19 COMM. CEIS:  And then we'll come back and

20 confirm.  

21 MR. PHARRIS:  Just a second.  This one was

22 looked at before, as well.  This would remove 30 people

23 from the 12th District into the 13th.  There are, I

24 can -- I definitely remember there are compensating

25 changes for this one.
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 1 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.

 2 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.

 3 COMM. HUFF:  Nick, you said complicated

 4 changes?

 5 MR. PHARRIS:  Compensating changes.

 6 COMM. HUFF:  Compensating.

 7 MR. PHARRIS:  This is a suggestion -- excuse

 8 me -- to use a school-district boundary as the boundary

 9 between Districts 7 and 12.  This would result in a

10 movement of two people in this particular area.

11 COMM. HUFF:  Okay.

12 COMM. GORTON:  All right.

13 MR. PHARRIS:  Twelve into seven.

14 Sorry.  This is a -- this is actually a

15 zero-population change here.  This is actually part of

16 the same change.  The school district runs all the way

17 down here and over into the area we were just looking

18 at.  This would move a further two people from the

19 12th into the 7th District.

20 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.  What do you say?

21 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.

22 MR. PHARRIS:  This is a request to follow the

23 municipal boundary.  This is Okanagan's, I believe.

24 Would move seven people from the 7th District into the

25 12th.
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 1 COMM. GORTON:  Oh, this is one we turned down

 2 this morning, is it not?  

 3 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes, it is.

 4 COMM. GORTON:  But now it's balanced?

 5 MR. PHARRIS:  It's back.

 6 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.

 7 COMM. CEIS:  It's back because you have a

 8 balanced package.  Okay.

 9 COMM. GORTON:  Balanced.  Okay.  That's fine.

10 COMM. CEIS:  All right.

11 COMM. FOSTER:  Does this include that -- no.

12 wait.

13 MR. PHARRIS:  Right.

14 COMM. FOSTER:  -- section at the bottom, too?

15 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.  This is all one block.

16 COMM. FOSTER:  Okay.

17 MR. PHARRIS:  This is at the south end -- I

18 believe -- this change may have been accepted this

19 morning.  This is at the south end of the City of

20 Okanagan, just moving four people from 7 into 12.

21 COMM. GORTON:  We did that this morning?

22 COMM. FOSTER:  We did that one.

23 MR. PHARRIS:  I believe so, yes.

24 This would move seven people at the edge of the

25 City of Omak from the 7th District into the 12th.
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 1 This area is isolated from the rest of the 12th

 2 District by the Okanagan River, and there does not

 3 appear to be a bridge across it at this point.

 4 COMM. CEIS:  So --

 5 COMM. HUFF:  Talked about that before?

 6 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes, we did, in Spokane.

 7 COMM. FOSTER:  This is a no, right?

 8 COMM. CEIS:  Yeah.  This is a no because you

 9 can't get there from there, right?

10 MR. PHARRIS:  I would recommend against it.

11 COMM. FOSTER:  What?

12 MR. PHARRIS:  I would -- I would recommend

13 against it.

14 COMM. CEIS:  Yeah.  One of those you need a

15 boat to doorbell.

16 MR. PHARRIS:  Sorry.  

17 COMM. GORTON:  Four people from 7 to 12.

18 COMM. CEIS:  No.

19 MR. PHARRIS:  This is intended as a

20 compensatory change for some of the ones we just looked

21 at.  Would move the boundary of the 7 to 12 to

22 Riverside Cutoff Road and Johnson Creek Road.  This

23 would be a movement of 12 people from 7 into 12.

24 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.

25 COMM. GORTON:  That sounds --
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 1 COMM. CEIS:  This was all -- the one we

 2 rejected was also moving --

 3 COMM. GORTON:  7 to 12.

 4 MR. PHARRIS:  7 to 12. 

 5 COMM. CEIS:  7 to 12.

 6 MR. PHARRIS:  Actually, yeah.  That's true.

 7 This would not to compensate.

 8 MS. BUNNING:  This is 12 people.

 9 COMM. CEIS:  So we would doubling --

10 MR. PHARRIS:  This would be a compensatory

11 change, however.

12 COMM. CEIS:  Yeah.  But we -- in the end we

13 have too many people in 7, is what you're telling me.

14 COMM. GORTON:  Not if two are moving in the

15 same direction.

16 COMM. CEIS:  I understand that.  But we will

17 because we rejected this one.

18 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  There's like 50 in 7.

19 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.

20 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.  Yeah.

21 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  (Indiscernible) and

22 forty-eight.  So --

23 MR. PHARRIS:  This -- this change on Slide 12

24 would move 20 people from 12 back into 7.

25 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.
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 1 COMM. HUFF:  Compensating?

 2 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.

 3 COMM. HUFF:  Okay.

 4 COMM. CEIS:  We have to revisit one.

 5 MR. PHARRIS:  These changes would relieve

 6 some of the overpopulation in District 7.  This change

 7 would move 12 people from District 7 into District 4 in

 8 Spokane County.  It would continue the boundary along

 9 north Elk-Chattaroy Road rather than detouring on Deer

10 Creek.

11 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.

12 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.

13 MR. PHARRIS:  This is the same general area

14 where the boundary again departs from North

15 Elk-Chattaroy Road on Deer Creek.  This would move nine

16 people from District 7 into District 4.

17 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.

18 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.

19 MR. PHARRIS:  This change would move 16

20 people from District 4 into District 7.  Rather than

21 using this -- I believe it was probably a power line --

22 COMM. CEIS:  Yeah.

23 MR. PHARRIS:  -- it would follow a road.

24 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.

25 COMM. FOSTER:  And it balances the other two.
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 1 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.

 2 COMM. HUFF:  Right.

 3 COMM. GORTON:  Right.

 4 MR. PHARRIS:  This one, too, rather than

 5 using this nonvisible boundary that cuts across this

 6 intersection, it would use North Hardesty Road and East

 7 Chattaroy Road.  The boundary as proposed does cut

 8 through several tax parcels.

 9 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.

10 MR. PHARRIS:  Is there a question about the

11 previous slide?  16.

12 This change would move seven people from

13 District 7 into District 4.

14 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.

15 MR. PHARRIS:  This change would move seven

16 people from District 7 into District 6 and would bring

17 this whole area of this school district together in

18 District 6.

19 COMM. GORTON:  That's good.

20 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.

21 COMM. HUFF:  Looks good if it'll balance.

22 MR. PHARRIS:  Okay.  Continuing with Slide

23 19, this would move 18 people from District 4 into

24 District 9, preserving an existing precinct boundary

25 along East Arrowleaf Lane.  
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 1 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.

 2 MR. PHARRIS:  This is a concomitant change,

 3 again preserving the existing precinct boundary, moving

 4 three people from District 4 to District 9.

 5 COMM. HUFF:  Okay.

 6 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.

 7 MR. PHARRIS:  This change would continue the

 8 boundary between District 6 and 9 along East Dishman

 9 Mica Road.  It would move three people from District 9

10 into District 6.

11 COMM. GORTON:  Follows the road rather than

12 the railroad?

13 MR. PHARRIS:  Right.

14 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.

15 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.

16 MR. PHARRIS:  This again would avoid another

17 deviation from a major highway, would continue the

18 boundary between District 6 and District 9 along

19 Tyler-Cheney Highway.  The movement would be two people

20 from District 6 to District 9.

21 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.

22 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.

23 MR. PHARRIS:  And I believe -- wait.

24 COMM. GORTON:  There's one more.

25 COMM. CEIS:  We have one more slide.  Is that
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 1 a --

 2 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.  In fact, one more --

 3 let's see if I can find them here.  Somehow they didn't

 4 make it in the show.  I have a couple more slides.  Let

 5 me just make sure we've seen all of these.

 6 MS. BUNNING:  Seen 322.

 7 MR. PHARRIS:  This is a proposed change to

 8 follow the school-district boundary between Districts 8

 9 and 16.  It would move 14 people from District 8 into

10 District 16.

11 COMM. CEIS:  And this is still part of the

12 same package that Mr. Milem described that balanced

13 out, correct?

14 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.  So 31 people move from 16

15 to 8.  And here 14 people would be moving back from 8

16 into 16.

17 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.

18 COMM. CEIS:  All right.

19 MR. PHARRIS:  I have to make a note of

20 which -- which of these PDFs are approved.

21 COMM. CEIS:  Yeah.

22 MR. PHARRIS:  Saw this one.

23 COMM. GORTON:  We did that one.

24 MR. PHARRIS:  Ah.  This is again a

25 revisitation of the suggestion from earlier.
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 1 COMM. CEIS:  Yeah.

 2 MR. PHARRIS:  It would move a total of 15

 3 people from District 13 into District 12 north of

 4 Ephrata.  And I can -- I can show when we're done here

 5 how several changes do conspire to just have a net

 6 movement of two people.

 7 COMM. GORTON:  It's a part of a balance?

 8 MR. PHARRIS:  Yeah.

 9 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.

10 MR. PHARRIS:  Yeah.

11 COMM. CEIS:  Yes.  Okay.

12 MR. PHARRIS:  This is that Soap Lake change.

13 COMM. CEIS:  Right.

14 MR. PHARRIS:  This is a suggestion to run the

15 district boundary along the county boundary between

16 Douglas and Grant Counties.  It would move four people

17 within Grant County from District 12 to District 13.

18 COMM. GORTON:  Is this one we did this

19 morning?

20 MR. PHARRIS:  We did not see this one this

21 morning.

22 COMM. CEIS:  No.

23 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.  So --

24 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.

25 MR. PHARRIS:  All right.
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 1 There -- there was a -- a similar change moving

 2 part of Douglas County from the 13th to the 12th

 3 that we saw this morning.  That's two people.

 4 I believe we looked at this one.

 5 COMM. CEIS:  We did.

 6 COMM. GORTON:  We did, yeah.

 7 COMM. CEIS:  And we said yes.

 8 MR. PHARRIS:  This one.

 9 COMM. CEIS:  We did that.

10 MR. PHARRIS:  This one.

11 COMM. CEIS:  And that.

12 COMM. GORTON:  And that.

13 COMM. CEIS:  And that.

14 COMM. GORTON:  And that.

15 COMM. CEIS:  And that.

16 COMM. GORTON:  And that's the one we didn't

17 do.  This is the only one we didn't do.

18 COMM. CEIS:  This is the one we said no to.

19 MR. PHARRIS:  This is the one that was

20 rejected.  Yes.

21 COMM. CEIS:  Yes.

22 COMM. GORTON:  Uh-huh.  We did --

23 COMM. CEIS:  Yes.

24 COMM. GORTON:  We did that.

25 COMM. CEIS:  Yes.
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 1 COMM. GORTON:  We did that.  

 2 We did that.  

 3 We did that.  

 4 We did that.  

 5 But we have this one.

 6 COMM. CEIS:  Well, wait a minute.  He's got

 7 more.

 8 MR. PHARRIS:  Right.  That's part of the

 9 compensation for the Soap Lake change.

10 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.  We did that.  

11 We did that.  

12 We did that.

13 MR. PHARRIS:  Right.  

14 MS. BOE:  I've got (indiscernible).

15 MR. PHARRIS:  So we've seen all the rest of

16 the slides.

17 COMM. CEIS:  There it is.  

18 COMM. GORTON:  That is the last one.  

19 COMM. CEIS:  So this is a compensation move?

20 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.

21 MS. BOE:  Still not working.

22 MR. PHARRIS:  So this Soap Lake change

23 involved -- find that again.

24 COMM. GORTON:  So we've done all but one.

25 MR. PHARRIS:  This one involves moving 30
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 1 people from 12 to 13.  The -- again.  Oh, dear.

 2 COMM. CEIS:  I'm sorry, Nick.  That -- 

 3 MR. PHARRIS:  Yeah.

 4 COMM. CEIS:  That Soap Lake slide you just

 5 showed --

 6 MR. PHARRIS:  Yeah.

 7 COMM. CEIS:  -- is that something we earlier

 8 rejected or approved?

 9 MR. PHARRIS:  It was something you earlier

10 rejected.

11 COMM. CEIS:  Yes.  So you're suggesting we

12 approve it and by taking this in compensation?

13 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.

14 COMM. GORTON:  Yeah.

15 COMM. FOSTER:  So I want to ask about Quincy

16 because we got a lot of testimony when we were in

17 eastern Washington about the Quincy economic

18 development authority or something like that.  

19 MR. PHARRIS:  Uh-huh.

20 COMM. FOSTER:  They were pretty passionate.

21 I can remember that far back.  So it made an impression

22 on me.  And I thought they put a good case out for

23 themselves.  

24 What are we doing -- I know it's only 15 people,

25 but what are we doing about this area?  How does it
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 1 affect it, their economic-development situation; do you

 2 know?  I mean --

 3 MR. PHARRIS:  I -- I am not familiar -- I

 4 don't know where the boundaries of --

 5 Is it an actual district, or . . . ?

 6 COMM. GORTON:  We left Quincy in the 13th.  

 7 COMM. FOSTER:  We left it in the 13th.

 8 MR. PHARRIS:  Quincy's in the 13th.  Yes.

 9 This is moving a few people north of Quincy.

10 COMM. FOSTER:  And this -- the slashed lines

11 are Quincy city limits?

12 MR. PHARRIS:  That's correct.

13 COMM. HUFF:  I think one of the big concerns

14 was a port, right, a port district --

15 COMM. FOSTER:  Yeah.

16 COMM. CEIS:  Yes.

17 COMM. HUFF:  -- as I recall it.

18 COMM. CEIS:  I think you're right.

19 MR. PHARRIS:  If the line is this close to

20 the City of Quincy, the port district is already

21 divided.

22 COMM. HUFF:  Okay.

23 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.  So you're suggesting we

24 accept this and compensate with it for this?

25 MR. PHARRIS:  So this movement of 30 people
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 1 is compensated by the movement of the two blocks north

 2 of Ephrata from the 13th into the 12th as well as

 3 the -- the area in the slide at the end of your

 4 packet --

 5 COMM. CEIS:  Right.

 6 MR. PHARRIS:  -- which is 15 people.

 7 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.  So we've said yes to all

 8 these?

 9 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.

10 COMM. CEIS:  But we said no to this.  

11 So where does that leave us --

12 MS. BOE:  I didn't keep track.

13 COMM. CEIS:  -- with the 7th and the 12th?

14 Well, alls you have to do is look at what you have

15 and reduce the movement of seven people from the 7th to

16 the 12th.  That's the only one we rejected.  Unless

17 you know.  

18 John --

19 MR. MILEM:  I believe it's okay.

20 COMM. CEIS:  -- do you have that tally?

21 MR. MILEM:  The -- this is -- this is seven

22 people from 7 to 12; is that --

23 COMM. CEIS:  We said no to, yes.

24 COMM. GORTON:  Yes.  We said no to seven

25 people from 7 to 12.
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 1 MR. MILEM:  Seven people from 7 to 12.

 2 Okay.  So if you reverse that, that raises the

 3 surplus population in 7 from 34 to 41.  And in 12 it

 4 reduces the surplus population from 44 to 37.

 5 COMM. GORTON:  So we're getting a plus now.

 6 COMM. CEIS:  So we're okay, then.

 7 MR. MILEM:  Yep.

 8 COMM. GORTON:  We're okay. 

 9 MR. MILEM:  Yeah.

10 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.  All right.  Everybody

11 okay?  

12 COMM. FOSTER:  I'm okay.

13 COMM. HUFF:  I'm okay.  

14 COMM. CEIS:  Nick, you're with us on that?

15 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.

16 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.  Great.  Thank you.

17 MR. PHARRIS:  Thank you.

18 COMM. GORTON:  Now, I take it you did a

19 number of the zeros.

20 MR. PHARRIS:  There were a number of zeros,

21 yes.

22 COMM. GORTON:  As we authorized you earlier.

23 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.  We have not met -- I have

24 not met yet with the partisan staff to make these

25 changes, but those will be part of those.
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 1 COMM. CEIS:  Right.  But that will be the

 2 next step when we recess one more time.

 3 MR. PHARRIS:  (Nods head.)

 4 COMM. CEIS:  All right.  Thank you.

 5 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Are there any other

 6 changes that you need to bring forward?

 7 MR. PHARRIS:  There was.  Ryan did an

 8 analysis of the current iteration of the congressional

 9 plan against city limits.  One issue that he did

10 uncover that, in fact, Soos -- Big Soos Creek, which we

11 spoke about earlier, which is the boundary between the

12 8th and 9th Congressional Districts, does, in fact, at

13 one point -- I believe it's right here.  According to

14 the incorporated place file we have, Big Soos Creek

15 does cross that boundary, runs through the new

16 boundaries of the City of Kent at one point.  

17 I think the only real fix for that is a putting

18 another proviso on the block list stating, you know --

19 you know, "District 9 includes the portions of blocks

20 X, Y, and Z contained within the City of Kent."  We

21 just need to add this one more block in there.

22 COMM. CEIS:  This area of Big Soos Creek is a

23 park or a natural area?  There's nobody living in it?

24 MR. PHARRIS:  That's correct, as far as we

25 know.
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 1 COMM. GORTON:  We can do it.

 2 COMM. CEIS:  We can.  If we don't do it, the

 3 result is a city -- a minor city split?

 4 MR. PHARRIS:  It's a very, very tiny city

 5 precinct on the wrong side of the congressional line.

 6 COMM. CEIS:  Nobody in it?

 7 MR. PHARRIS:  Almost assuredly.

 8 COMM. CEIS:  So they'd have to create an

 9 empty precinct if we don't make this exception?

10 MR. PHARRIS:  In theory, yes.

11 COMM. CEIS:  In theory.

12 COMM. GORTON:  Let's do it, then.

13 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.

14 COMM. FOSTER:  Yes.

15 COMM. HUFF:  Okay.

16 MR. PHARRIS:  Actually, before doing that,

17 I'll try to do some research with whether Big Soos

18 Creek does, in fact, cross that new municipal boundary.

19 COMM. GORTON:  That do it?

20 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Is that it?

21 MR. PHARRIS:  That concludes my presentation,

22 yes.

23 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.

24 COMM. CEIS:  Well, he needs to go back and

25 incorporate all these changes, and then we're ready.

CAPITOL PACIFIC REPORTING 1-800-407-0148



Washington State Redistricting Commission - Public MeetingWashington State Redistricting Commission - Public MeetingWashington State Redistricting Commission - Public MeetingWashington State Redistricting Commission - Public Meeting

    92

 1 COMM. GORTON:  After he incorporates the

 2 changes, he can draw the maps, give us final maps,

 3 right?

 4 COMM. CEIS:  Yes.

 5 COMM. GORTON:  So we just need to come back

 6 once more?

 7 COMM. CEIS:  Yes.  So there's nothing more

 8 you need to do -- look at the congressional map?  Or is

 9 there nothing more we can do to look at the

10 congressional map, I should say?

11 MR. PHARRIS:  The only thing we've not done

12 is overlay of the county boundaries and the

13 congressional boundaries.  I could -- if we just wanted

14 to recess for a couple of minutes, I could use Gen's

15 laptop and do that right here.

16 COMM. GORTON:  Let's do that.

17 COMM. CEIS:  Let's do that so we're only

18 sending you back once to make changes.

19 COMM. GORTON:  Yeah.

20 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  What's the time period

21 you think you need?

22 MR. PHARRIS:  About five minutes.

23 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  All right.

24 COMM. CEIS:  Let's recess for 15 to give

25 you --
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 1 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Yeah.  Okay.  So we'll

 2 come back at like five after 5:00.

 3 (Recess.) 

 4  

 5 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  We are reconvening

 6 this special meeting of the Washington State

 7 Redistricting Commission.  

 8 And, Nick Pharris, would you like to give us a

 9 report?

10 MR. PHARRIS:  I can confirm, following an

11 analysis of the counties on the proposed congressional

12 lines, that there are no unexpected territory overlaps

13 between them.

14 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Thank you.

15 MR. PHARRIS:  I have one further point.

16 Earlier today, I believe it was, we discussed the

17 movement of several blocks in northern Lincoln County

18 that are assigned in the current proposed legislative

19 districts to the 7th District into the 13th District

20 with the rest of Lincoln County.  Apparently there are

21 two people living in that area.  I just wanted to

22 confirm that you are okay with moving two people from

23 the 7th to the 13th Legislative District in Lincoln

24 County.

25 COMM. GORTON:  So then Lincoln is all
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 1 together?

 2 MR. PHARRIS:  Yes.

 3 COMM. CEIS:  I don't know.  That could be a

 4 deal breaker.

 5 COMM. HUFF:  Deal breaker.

 6 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  What's your pleasure,

 7 gentlemen?  

 8 COMM. FOSTER:  Let's don't break the deal.

 9 Let's do it.

10 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.  We'll do it.

11 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  So do you have

12 everything you need to go and incorporate all the --

13 all the changes?

14 MR. PHARRIS:  I do.

15 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  And when you come back,

16 then we will have a final map to review?

17 MR. PHARRIS:  Anticipate so, yes.

18 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  Thank you.

19 COMM. FOSTER:  And approximate time?

20 MR. PHARRIS:  You give us a couple hours?

21 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  If that's what you need,

22 that's what you're going to need to get.

23 MR. PHARRIS:  Be on the safe side.

24 COMM. CEIS:  (Indiscernible).

25 COMM. HUFF:  What's our choice?
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 1 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Well, we just need -- you

 2 know, we're -- we've come this far.  And at this point

 3 in time we just need to make sure it gets done real

 4 accurately before we sign off on it.  So --

 5 MR. PHARRIS:  Process can be slightly slower

 6 with several people in the room.

 7 COMM. CEIS:  Oh, sure.

 8 COMM. HUFF:  How can we help you.  

 9 COMM. CEIS:  All right.  What -- so can we

10 set a target for reconvening at 7:00, and you can call

11 us at 6:30 to give us a status report?

12 MR. PHARRIS:  That sounds reasonable.

13 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  Thank you.

14 (Recess.) 

15  

16 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  This special

17 meeting of the Washington State Redistricting

18 Commission is resuming.

19 And I'd like to call on Nick Pharris to show us

20 the maps that they've been getting all set up for us.

21 MR. PHARRIS:  We are just waiting for the

22 projectors.  Yes.

23 COMM. CEIS:  Oh, yeah.

24 COMM. GORTON:  I guess the smallest is the

25 most unpopulated, most be 43.
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 1 COMM. CEIS:  You mean -- in terms of

 2 smallest, you mean in density?  Yeah.  I would agree.

 3 I would presume that.

 4 MS. BOE:  We go.

 5 MR. PHARRIS:  Would you prefer the

 6 legislative first or the congressional?

 7 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Pardon me?

 8 MR. PHARRIS:  Legislative first or

 9 congressional?

10 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Well, I've -- the

11 legislative is the first motion I have.  So why don't

12 we go ahead with that and we'll do congressional.

13 MR. PHARRIS:  This is the final legislative

14 plan submitted for adoption by the Washington State

15 Redistricting Commission of 2011.

16 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  Are there any --

17 COMM. GORTON:  (Indiscernible).

18 COMM. CEIS:  A motion?

19 COMM. GORTON:  A joint motion, a four-person

20 motion to adopt?

21 COMM. CEIS:  Well, someone needs to put a

22 motion on the floor.

23 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.  Go ahead.

24 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Well, let -- let me

25 just -- I have -- I have some language here which -- I
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 1 can be helpful, and then you all can just join in.  

 2 For the purposes of motions relating to the

 3 adoption of the -- the plan, the term "plan" refers to

 4 the Washington State Redistricting Plan captured --

 5 captioned C-JOINTSUB_2-1 for the congressional and

 6 L-JOINTSUB_3-2 for the legislative.

 7 So at this point is there a motion for approval of

 8 the portion of the plan relating to the redistricting

 9 of legislative districts?

10 COMM. GORTON:  So moved.

11 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  We have a motion

12 on the floor to approve the portion of the plan

13 relating to the redistricting of legislative districts.

14 Are there any -- is there any discussion?

15 All those in favor say "aye."

16 COMMISSION MEMBERS:  Aye.

17 MS. BUNNING:  Opposed?

18 COMM. HUFF:  With some concerns, I'll vote

19 yes.

20 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Thank you.  Okay.  That

21 motion passes.

22 Nick, can you bring up the congressional map,

23 please?

24 MR. PHARRIS:  There is a small technical note

25 on the congressional plan.  The boundary between the
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 1 9th and 8th Congressional District remains drawn along

 2 Big Soos Creek rather than along the eastern limit --

 3 city limits of the City of Kent as of this date.  This

 4 is a technical problem.  If we had split the blocks in

 5 the shapefile, it would not have been possible probably

 6 for Commission staff to analyze the plan using the

 7 automatic tools in autoBound.

 8 COMM. CEIS:  So, Nick, that means the -- the

 9 plan we're adopting will follow Big Soos Creek?

10 MR. PHARRIS:  Correct.

11 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.

12 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Is there a motion for

13 approval of the portion of the plan relating to the

14 redistricting of congressional districts?

15 COMM. CEIS:  So moved.

16 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  It's been moved to

17 approve the plan for the congressional districts --

18 redistricting of congressional districts.

19 Is there any discussion?

20 All those favor say "aye."

21 COMMISSION MEMBERS:  Aye.

22 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Opposed?

23 Okay.  I'd now like to ask if there's a motion for

24 approval of the plan and resolution.  And you all have

25 seen that resolution earlier today.
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 1 Can I get a motion for approval of the plan and

 2 the resolution?

 3 COMM. FOSTER:  I move that we approve the

 4 resolution, which includes both the legislative and

 5 congressional plans that we just voted on.

 6 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  So that's it.

 7 That's a motion for a plan and the resolution.  Thank

 8 you.

 9 COMM. FOSTER:  Yes.

10 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  I'd like to on

11 this have a role-call vote.  So I'll just go down the

12 line.

13 So Commissioner Gorton?

14 COMM. GORTON:  Aye.

15 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Commissioner Ceis?

16 COMM. CEIS:  Aye.

17 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Commissioner Foster?  

18 COMM. FOSTER:  Aye.

19 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Commissioner . . . ?

20 COMM. HUFF:  What's His Name.

21 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Yeah.  Huff.

22 Commissioner Huff?  

23 My brain is dead.  I'm sorry.

24 COMM. HUFF:  Aye.

25 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  So we -- we now
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 1 have official plan.  And we're signing the resolution,

 2 and that will be transmitted, as soon as we get the

 3 resolution signed, to the Legislature.

 4 COMM. GORTON:  Madam Chairman?

 5 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Yes.

 6 COMM. GORTON:  I was going to introduce an

 7 amendment to the congressional plan when I discussed it

 8 sometime with -- with Commissioner Ceis.  Given the

 9 hour and given the fact of the difficulty they've had

10 so far, I will just state what it was.

11 But I have long believed that the numbering of the

12 congressional districts was highly irrational and that

13 we should follow the custom that we use with our

14 highways and our mileposts and number them from west to

15 east, which would have that 6th District No. 1; No. 3,

16 No. 2; and so on, to No. 5 being No. 10.

17 I discussed this with Commissioner Ceis, and he

18 took it seriously.  In my view, however, he made a

19 terrible mistake; he poled his members of Congress as

20 to whether or not they liked it.  I could have told him

21 what they would have said.  I didn't pole mine.  And so

22 he felt constrained to oppose it.  So I haven't put it

23 into formal motion.  

24 But I hope ten years from now the members of the

25 new commission will at least number the congressional
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 1 districts rationally, even though it's impossible to do

 2 that with legislative districts.

 3 COMM. FOSTER:  This is not the first time

 4 we've had this discussion.  We had it a number of

 5 months ago.  And I'll remind Senator Gorton that ten

 6 years ago he had asked Dick Derham to put this same

 7 motion on the floor.  And as best as I can tell, there

 8 was -- there were -- there were no votes for it then.

 9 So he's made progress; there seems to be one vote for

10 it this year.  And I would say by the 2030

11 Redistricting Commission, there may be three or more

12 votes for it.  But --

13 COMM. GORTON:  And, also, Madam Chairman,

14 I --

15 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Yes.

16 COMM. GORTON:  -- I have an extensive and

17 flowery resolution here, which I will not read, to

18 recognize the contributions to our successful work of

19 John Milem.  And it will ask that it be included in the

20 record and that we all sign it so that he will have a

21 copy of it.  

22 But John's work has been especially impressive

23 because of the fact that he has really disagreed with

24 much of the substance of what we've done and had quite

25 a different set of plans himself.  But nonetheless,
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 1 once we had decided on the direction in which we were

 2 going to go, he has done an extraordinary job of seeing

 3 to it that we got it technically correct.  And -- and I

 4 think he deserves a very high degree of credit for

 5 that.  So if I can --

 6 Do they all have copies of this motion?  Am I the

 7 only one who has this resolution?

 8 MS. BUNNING:  You're the only one.

 9 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.  Well, I'll pass it down

10 and hope that each of the other members of the

11 Commission will sign it and ask that we pass it

12 unanimously.

13 COMM. FOSTER:  I would like -- I don't know

14 what's in that resolution.  But I would just like to

15 add, John Milem has a 100 percent attendance record for

16 our meetings.  He showed up at our first meeting.  He

17 attended every meeting throughout the state, and I

18 think that was 18 or 19 meetings.  And I think that's

19 a -- that's quite a commitment on his wife's part to be

20 to many of them, and we thank her for -- for that.  

21 And, John, you have been prodding us and pushing

22 us and teaching us.  And that was good.

23 COMM. HUFF:  I'd like to add, I've had a

24 chance to get to know John, and I'm impressed with his

25 background.  And certainly I'm impressed with Mary Lou
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 1 being the driver, and haven't seen her for a while.

 2 But I too am very thankful to you.  

 3 And I would -- I'm very thankful to staff, our

 4 staffs, the caucus staffs, as well as -- as the

 5 Commission staff.  I'm impressed with their hard work.

 6 And I certainly want to thank them.

 7 But I want to thank all the citizens, too, that --

 8 John being the top of that heap.  And I'd be glad to

 9 sign the resolution.

10 I'd like to make just a few more comments.  I've

11 been somewhat surprised in the overall redistricting

12 process.  I think it's a great process.  But I think it

13 needs some fixing.  And I would say that it's been

14 around since 1983.  That's a long time ago.  Look at

15 what happened, technology and the information that we

16 have out there and software and so forth.  

17 I think the process is too long.  I think it's too

18 costly.  And I think it's -- the hearings that we've

19 had are long removed by almost six months.  To have a

20 finish -- a final date of January 1 is sort of

21 ridiculous because you're going right through the

22 holidays.  You're keeping -- we're keeping many

23 families from celebrating Christmas and New Year's.

24 And -- but that's the -- that's where the constitution

25 is written that way.
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 1 But I would be hopeful that the Legislature will

 2 have it in their next viewpoint to -- to change that to

 3 some different timing.  I think the process could be a

 4 six-month-long process with cutting the budget

 5 basically in half.

 6 Now, this is the first time I've been on the

 7 Commission.  I know Dean's been on at least a couple.

 8 And I know that Senator's been around quite a while and

 9 worked on redistricting back in the '60s.

10 I'm somewhat surprised by the process and in some

11 turns of events which concern me.  But I voted for it

12 tonight.  But I have some reluctance to some of the

13 things that we've arrived at and how it was arrived at

14 and how it was concluded.  

15 But I think overall I -- I thank the commissioners

16 for their hard work.  It's been good getting to know

17 them and work with them.  And I again have -- my hat's

18 off to the staff, the citizen input.

19 I think it's a great process.  I think it needs a

20 little tweaking, and I think it needs a little fixing.

21 And I will certainly encourage the Legislators to -- to

22 move on that.  Because when you look back at this

23 process that we have today, it was put into effect in

24 1983.  But can you imagine how long to get -- got to

25 this point prior to that.  And -- and the old process
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 1 didn't work too well.  And all I got to do is look to

 2 some of the other states, like Texas and so forth.

 3 So with that, again I want to thank everybody for

 4 having the dedication to stay here and working with us.

 5 And I appreciate your backing.  Thanks.

 6 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  All right.

 7 COMM. CEIS:  Well, I would like to add my

 8 thanks to John's contribution to the process over the

 9 entire length of it and my appreciation for your

10 diligence and thoroughness and accuracy and what you've

11 added to the plan that will ensure that -- I hope

12 ensure that the Legislature does not have to tinker

13 with it.  And I think that's an important element.  We

14 spent a lot of time today waiting for those technical

15 changes, but I -- I think they'll serve us well.

16 I'd also like to add my thanks to the Commission

17 staff who have worked with us over these long months

18 and your professionalism in throwing us and work and

19 service you provided to us but also the citizens of the

20 state of Washington.

21 I'd also like to call out the staff that work

22 directly with me, steven Garrett, Adam Bartz, and

23 particularly Emily Walters, who put up with me for this

24 whole period of time and gave me direct support and

25 was -- worked with me on all our proposals that came
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 1 from the Senate Democratic side.  And I really

 2 appreciate the work she did.

 3 You know, I'm very proud of the product we came up

 4 with with this Commission.  I enjoyed working with all

 5 the commissioners here on this.

 6 This is an interesting process.  It's not like any

 7 other type of negotiation I think I've ever been

 8 involved in.  You have a very different objective than

 9 what you have in labor negotiations or other types of

10 negotiations, and it makes it interesting.  

11 And I agree, perhaps the timeline could be

12 shortened.  I've always found that processes like these

13 conclude given the deadline they have.  It's always

14 hopeful that you'll finish earlier, but you never do;

15 you always end up working right up to the deadline.  We

16 may finish a couple hours ahead of time, but we're not

17 going to finish a couple months ahead of time.

18 I also think, though, that it is still a young

19 process.  Even though it was passed in 1983, this is

20 the only the third time it's ever been used.  And I

21 think it's a good thing we only do this every ten

22 years --

23 COMM. GORTON:  Absolutely.

24 COMM. CEIS:  -- because if we did it more

25 often, I don't think anybody would ever serve on the
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 1 Commission.

 2 COMM. HUFF:  I think you're right there.

 3 COMM. CEIS:  Our memories grow dim enough

 4 over ten years that we'll find someone else that will

 5 do it again or someone like Dean who will just keep

 6 doing it over and over again.

 7 But I think that it was a -- it was a good

 8 outcome, a good process, and I was very happy to have

 9 served with all of you.  And I'm very pleased with the

10 outcome.

11 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Okay.  Well, first, I'd

12 like to just act on resolution that we have here.

13 COMM. GORTON:  Okay.

14 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  And I think we all just

15 really appreciate so much what you did -- have done,

16 John.  And it just -- what a -- what a wonderful roll

17 model, in fact, an incredibly tough act for anybody to

18 try to follow as a citizen being involved in a public

19 process like this over the period of a year.

20 So we have a motion on the floor to approve this

21 resolution.  And I would like to ask for a vote of the

22 commissioners to approve the resolution.

23 All those in favor say "aye."

24 COMMISSION MEMBERS:  Aye.

25 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Opposed?  
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 1 I don't hear a single -- and it's signed by

 2 everyone.  So you will have this in the record, and we

 3 will provide it to you.

 4 COMM. GORTON:  And I think very specifically

 5 we want to thank our chairman.

 6 COMM. CEIS:  Yes.

 7 COMM. GORTON:  This has been -- I know for

 8 her this has been a very frustrating experience in some

 9 respects.  But she has presided with grace and fairness

10 and an immense degree of patience over the course of

11 the -- of the last -- of the last year.  And she

12 deserves our thanks and, I think, the thanks of the

13 people of the state of Washington.

14 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Well, thank you very

15 much.  And --

16 COMM. FOSTER:  I would like to say --

17 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Oh, okay.

18 COMM. FOSTER:  And I also would like to join

19 in the credits that we've been giving tonight to the

20 people who worked for us.

21 We started this a year ago.  We had many

22 challenges.  Maybe the one that was the most written

23 about was the fact that Washington had grown enough to

24 after 20 years receive a new congressional district.  I

25 believe that singularly caused the press and the public
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 1 to focus more attention than ever before on this

 2 process and the people proved it by what they did

 3 through TVW.  And I would like to thank TVW for having

 4 shown every one of our meetings and the people who came

 5 out to our hearings.

 6 And in the legislative arena, it's -- it's

 7 difficult when you have 6¾ million people that you've

 8 got to put in 49 boxes or 49 legislative districts and

 9 6¾ million which you have to put in ten districts.

10 What we're going to experience when we leave here,

11 however, is the one person who doesn't understand why

12 they were put in which legislative district, and they

13 will believe that it was done specifically to them or

14 about them.  And so for the next ten years the people

15 on this commission are going to be answering the

16 questions of their neighbors, "Why is it that you put

17 me in this district or the other district?"  And

18 that -- that is what this -- this challenge is, and

19 it's complicated.

20 We took the process away from the Legislature, and

21 to a certain extent we're a mini legislature for about

22 a year.  And my assessment is, once again it was

23 successful.  Washington has proved with our system that

24 we can get this done in a fair way, and we'll see what

25 happens in the elections about how this came out in a
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 1 partisan way.  But we didn't write a plan which undid

 2 the votes of the people in the last election, and

 3 they're certainly going to have an opportunity to

 4 comment on their legislators in the next election.  

 5 So thanks to everybody.  It's been a great

 6 process.  And we'll see what happens in ten years.

 7 COMM. HUFF:  I'd like to add a couple more

 8 comments.

 9 As you look at the staff, the Commission staff, as

10 you look at our individual caucus staffs, and then you

11 look at Bonnie, who put her staff together from diverse

12 areas, it's amazing that you can start from scratch and

13 end up with a fine team like we've had.  

14 My hat's off to you, Bonnie, for a great job.  

15 And certainly I'll second the motion, Lura, on how

16 well you've done as a chairman. 

17 I guess this is bon voyage, and it's not coming

18 any too early as far as I'm concerned.

19 MS. BUNNING:  Madam Chair, we have a

20 resolution to sign to complete our work.

21 COMM. FOSTER:  And the quiet member of our

22 team down to my left, Rusty, who's been representing us

23 or maybe will represent us down the road more.  He's

24 quietly cringed at some of the things we've said and

25 some of the things we've done and cautioned us and
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 1 counseled us and -- and, I think, probably fills one of

 2 the lawyers creeds that's -- that's try to stay in the

 3 background and not be noticed.  But we want to thank

 4 you for what you've done, too.

 5 COMM. HUFF:  I'll second that motion.

 6 MR. FALLIS:  You're welcome.

 7 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Well, I would just like

 8 to make a few comments as chair.  I --

 9 This is had a been an amazing process for me.  I

10 came to Washington state in 2000 from the state of

11 Maryland.  And in the state of Maryland redistricting

12 is still done in the legislature.  And I've got to tell

13 you, I came from the third district in Maryland.  The

14 district I came from is not like a jerrymander

15 salamander; it is a snake that goes across almost a

16 good portion of the state.

17 And what I see in this process, even though some

18 people raise concerns about it occasionally and wonder,

19 you know, why -- why they're put where they are put, as

20 I look across the nation, I think we have the best

21 process in the nation.

22 And as Commissioner Gorton mentioned, occasionally

23 it's been frustrating for me.  I've chaired a number of

24 boards, and I've never chaired a board where I didn't

25 have a vote.  And it's -- it's -- it's a really unique
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 1 experience.  But you know what?  And I get asked a lot

 2 of questions about it.  But, in fact, the fact that I

 3 don't have a vote is what makes this work so well

 4 because, as I said to some people, if -- you know, if I

 5 did have a vote, they wouldn't be talking to each

 6 other; they'd be lobbying me.  

 7 But it really -- it really works well for the

 8 people of Washington.  And I do believe it is a very

 9 fair process.  And I've just been very impressed by the

10 way everyone has worked together to make this happen.

11 It doesn't mean it's been without controversy.  And if

12 you ever -- you know, if you don't have some

13 controversy, you don't come out with a really top-notch

14 product.  So I think that -- the tug of wars actually

15 help the process.  So I'm very impressed.  

16 And I do want to just say a few thank yous.  There

17 have been so many people that have been helpful to me

18 and to this whole process.  I mean, just starting out,

19 this Commission was started in January, and I was

20 brought in to chair, and we -- we just had two staff

21 members, Nick Pharris and Dave Valiant, who's in the

22 audience.  And they sat there, and they did everything

23 because we didn't have a staff.  And we had a lot of

24 people that helped us, staff of the Senate and the

25 House helping us get things going.  
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 1 And then I was, you know, just so fortunate that

 2 we found Bonnie, who has just done an extraordinary job

 3 about pulling together a great group of staff members.

 4 And not only have they done an extraordinary job, but

 5 they have just a wonderful camaraderie and do it with a

 6 very positive attitude and have fun in the process.  So

 7 it's been great.

 8 And, Rusty, you've wonderful and just always

 9 quick, very thoughtful responses any time we needed

10 anything.

11 The working relationship with -- with the caucus

12 staff have been great.  So --

13 And I really want to just say a word about the

14 people of Washington state.  Going around this state, I

15 really -- as a relative Washington state newbie, I --

16 there were a lot of places I wasn't as familiar with.

17 I'm from eastern Washington; so I know more about that.

18 But I've just -- you know, it's been wonderful to meet

19 all the people that are out there, to see different

20 parts of state, and to see the very, very thoughtful

21 input that we got in the process, both in person,

22 people online.  I think we have, what, 400 people

23 online right now or something like that.

24 MS. O'SULLIVAN:  Over 100.  

25 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Over 100.  Oh, Excuse me.
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 1 But we have a lot of people that have been

 2 tracking us on -- on all kinds of electronic, paper,

 3 and in-person media.  So it's been -- it's wonderful to

 4 see this type of engagement in a public process.

 5 So I just -- I just thank everybody for their

 6 involvement.  And I do thank this wonderful team of

 7 commissioners, as well.  It's been wonderful working

 8 with you, and I'm going to miss seeing you so often.

 9 COMM. CEIS:  I wonder.

10 Well, do we have any further business?

11 COMM. HUFF:  I move we adjourn.

12 COMM. FOSTER:  Can we call the meeting

13 for . . . ?

14 CHAIRWOMAN POWELL:  Yeah.  Just -- we will

15 have -- one of the -- we will have a meeting on

16 January 4th of this week at 9:00 a.m.  It will be a

17 teleconference meeting.  And the purpose of that

18 meeting is to basically approve the report that -- the

19 official report that goes to the legislature.

20 This evening, as we mentioned before, we'll be

21 sending the elec- -- we'll be giving a disk with

22 electronic files to the Legislature.  But we will be

23 approving the official report.  So anyone who wants to

24 tune in is welcome to do so.

25 So I think that concludes this special meeting.
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 1 And I -- we stand adjourned until January 4th.

 2 COMM. CEIS:  Okay.

 3 COMM. HUFF:  Adios.

 4 (Proceedings concluded at 10:16 p.m.) 
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